Yunnan: Home to a harmonious multitude of ethnic groups
China’s Yunnan Province lies on the country’s southwest border. The capital city is Kunming. Covering an area of 394,000 square kilometers, the province is home to a population of over 45 million from a multitude of ethnic groups. Of China’s 56 recognized ethnic groups, 52 of them can be found in Yunan, making it a province with the highest number of minority groups among all provinces and autonomous regions in China. 
Yunnan is regarded as one of the most scenically spectacular region in China. The scenery changes dramatically across the province from river valleys to mountains. People from different minority groups mixed together in every city, every town here, whilst the uniqueness of each group is fully respected and well reserved. 
The architectural styles of these people are as varied as their costumes and languages. The people of Nakhi are known around the world by having created Tomba pictographs more than a thousand years ago. The music of the Nakhi people in ancient Lijiang City, the architectural style and tie-dye art of the Bai people in Dali City, the Water-Splashing Festival of the Dai people, the Torch Festival of the Yi people, and the Manau dance festival of the Jingpo people all enjoy widespread renown for their dense primitive flavor. 
Yunnan is also noted for its religious diversity. It has the highest number of religions among all provinces and autonomous regions in China. Over 90% religious followers are minority ethnic group people. 
To better protect the culture and tradition of the local minorities, Yunnan promulgated laws and regulations, for instance the Regulation on Protection of Folk Culture in Yunnan Province, to guide surveys and protection of the local folk culture. Nearly a hundred cultural/ecological reserve villages and areas are established. More than 30,000 literature volumes of the local minority groups are saved for future reference. 
As China’s economy develops fast, Yunnan has witnessed tremendous changes. The total annual gross provincial product has maintained consecutive double-digit growth. People of different ethnic groups live together in harmony and enjoy a steadily improving living standard. 
20110301。
The grand Yangtze River flows from Qinghai-Tibet Plateau across Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province and forms a U-shape bend here, a spectacular tourist sight known as the First Bend of the Yangtze River.  
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Thousands of Jingpo people enjoyed themselves at the annual cultural Manau Festival in their self-autonomous Dehong Prefecture in Yunnan. The festival is a typical reflection of the religious beliefs, music, dance and cultural characteristics of the Jingpos. 
20110303。

The Torch Festival is the grandest and most joyous event for the Yi ethnic group, falling on the 24th day of the 6th Chinese lunar month. People gather together to attend various activities on this day, including singing and dancing, horse racing and bull fighting, each one holding a torch. In recent years, it also becomes a good opportunity for holding an open market fair, for socializing, and for young men to date their fiancées. 
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Women of Lisu wear their traditional costumes for special festival. Yunnan’s Lisu people are known for their numerous festivals. The Torch Festival and the Harvest Festival are among the biggest ones. 
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In Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture of Yunnan Province, tourists and the local youth enjoy the cheerful Water-Splashing Festival. The festival is of the utmost importance to Yunnan’s Dai people. 
20110306。
In Yunnan’s Shiping County lives a tribe of the Yi ethnic group named Huayao. Huayao people worships dragon and has their distinctive dragon sacrifice ceremony and dragon dance patterns. Young men of Huayao perform dragon dance for the villagers after the sacrifice ceremony to disperse evils and pray for safety. 
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A girl of the Drung ethnic group weaves a striped bed sheet. The Drungs, numbering about 7,000, is one of the smallest ethnic groups in China in terms of population. They have their own language but no written script. 
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Yunnan Nationalities Museum is the largest of its kind in China. The collection comprises 120,000 objects, ranging from costumes, festival ornaments, agricultural tools, folk paintings, scripts and literature, representing the diversified and distinctive ethnic culture in Yunnan. 
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A girl of a minority ethnic group in south Yunnan’s Dehong Prefecture sits on a flower-decorated cow in a local carnival parade. Dehong Prefecture was regarded as the “Homeland of Peacock” and a “Town of Song and Dance”. People of over 30 minority ethnic groups, including the Dais and Jingpos, live here. 
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Renowned Chinese dancer Yang Liping leads a large group dance Dynamic Yunnan. The dance combines the essence of primitive song and dance of Yunnan and classic folk dance factors, and hailed great success among domestic and overseas audience. 
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Guo Youzhen, inheritor of a non-material cultural heritage Meige Tune (a tune of the Yi ethnic group), performs the art. Cultural affairs authority of Yunnan surveyed cultural heritage of every ethnic group in the province, as a basis to promote non-material cultural heritage protection. 
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The script of the Nakhi ethnic group Tomba is displayed at a painting and calligraphy exhibition in Beijing in 2010. Tomba is called “living pictographs”. A combination of drawings and pictograph, the script offers a typical sample of the transition from oral to written language. 
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The old town of Lijiang boosts a long history and is famous for its orderly layout of waterways and mountain slopes. The residence of Lijiang combines the architectural essence from the Hai, Bai, Yi and Tibetan people, whilst features the unique charm of the Nakhi people. Lijiang old town was registered on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1997. 
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The Stone Forest, lying in Yunnan Province, is known as one of China’s Four Natural Wonders. It is the only one set of karst formations that demonstrates geological evolution and geographical change of the earth. Stone Forest was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2007. 
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Women of the Yi ethnic group pick tea leaves on the local tea mountain. Yiwu County in Yunnan’s Xishuangbanna Prefecture used to be a crucial pass to Southeast Asian countries in ancient time and now is known as the hometown of Pu-erh tea. Tea is the main income source of local farmers. 
20110316。
In Yunnan’s Lvchun County lives the Hani people. In celebrating Angmatu, one of the grandest festivals of the Hanis, every household prepares the best Hani delicacies and all gather together to form a long banquet street. In 2004, the 3,050-table banquet covers up to 4,000 meters and was certified by the Shanghai-headquartered Great World DSJJNS as the longest banquet of the world.
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Women of the Bai ethnic group are tie-dyeing fabric. The tie-dye technique of the Bais in Dali City, Yunnan Province has been listed among China’s non-material cultural heritage list. 
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Jingpo students attend computer class. As the telecommunication industry develops fast, increasingly more minority group people gained access to computer, cell phone and other modern communication tools. 
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Dai monks and villagers attend religious ritual in a local temple. Yunnan boasts the highest number of religions among all provinces and autonomous regions in China, and is called the Kingdom of Religion within China. There are Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity and Islam, just to name a few. 
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People of minority groups in Yunnan sit in the first train of the Dali-Lijiang railway. In the past five years, Yunnan government has invested 200 billion yuan in traffic and transport infrastructure construction. Improvement in traffic greatly enhances local economy development. 
20110321。A village of Shangri-La County, Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province holds an election to name its villager committee members by secret ballots. Tibetan women villagers are filling out the voting ballot.  
20110322。
Representative from Yunnan’s minority ethnic group attend the session of China’s top legislature National People’s Congress. Every ethnic group in China enjoys equal political status. Laws to guarantee the participation of minority ethnic groups in state affairs are promulgated. 
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