Chinese Volunteers in Action
While China is striving to build a nation of great harmony, more and more Chinese people from all walks of life are working as volunteers to help others. Under the inspiring motto of “devotion, friendship, mutual help and progress”, they have worked selflessly and efficiently in a wide range of fields, bringing to life the age-old traditional Chinese virtues of “taking pleasure in helping others” and “giving a hand to the poor and the needy”. Their noble deeds have made them role models for the public and won them high recognition from around the world. 
Since China launched the program of “Young Volunteers in Action” in 1993, both the number of volunteers and scope of volunteer services have enjoyed rapid growth. Up to now, more than 382 million people have altogether provided 7.8 billion hours of volunteer service in varied forms, and 29.46 million volunteers are now formally registered across China as members of a huge volunteers’ network including the China Volunteers Association, provincial, municipal and college volunteers’ associations and 190,000 volunteer service stations around the country. In the past 10 years, Chinese volunteers have worked in many fields including poverty alleviation, environmental protection, community and overseas services as well as emergency rescue and disaster relief. Voluntary service is now one of the largest, most far-reaching and well-known public benefit programs among Chinese citizens. 
Chinese volunteers are also very active in the field of international services. Since the inception of the Chinese Volunteers’ Overseas Voluntary Service Plan, hundreds of Chinese volunteers have chosen to work in 15 developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America such as Laos, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe and Guyana. Their work covers a wide spectrum of services, including English and Chinese language teaching, medicine and health care, agricultural techniques, martial arts and sports training. The Overseas Service Plan has become a significant component and channel for China to deepen its friendly relations, exchanges and cooperation with other countries.
Voluntary service is increasingly becoming a new social trend in China. Beaming light of human civility, Chinese volunteers will continue to work hard and contribute to a world of greater harmony and love.
20091101  Five hundred Olympic volunteers learn first aid skills at a training course in Beijing.

20091102  Volunteer teachers and students at a remote rural school in Anhui Province play games after class. Young people volunteering as teachers provide needed support to education in impoverished areas.
20091103  A college student participant in the Volunteers' Project of Supporting Education in Poverty-stricken Areas in Relays teaches pupils at a middle school in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. By the year 2009, 3,529 college and postgraduate students from 83 universities had given their support to local schools in China's impoverished middle and western rural areas. 

20091104  A five-year-old boy, his father and other volunteers ride bicycles to promote Green Transportation on National No-Car Day in Jinan, capital city of Shandong Province.

20091105  More than 200 primary school and college student volunteers pick up litter from Rizhao beach in Shandong Province.

20091106  Volunteers from environmental protection organizations pick up litter from the foot of Mount Qomolangma (Everest), where growing numbers of mountaineers have posed environmental hazards in the region.

20091107  A group of senior environmental protection volunteers from Wenling city, Zhejiang Province clear weeds at the local reservoir. 

20091108  Liu Zhongjian, Fujian's first hematopoietic stem cell donor, makes donation at the province's tumor hospital. 

20091109  A volunteer gives a talk on AIDS prevention and government policy to construction workers in Henan Province.

20091110  Volunteers and People’s Liberation Army soldiers transfer a patient injured in the catastrophic May 12th earthquake in Wenchuan, Sichuan Province to a more specialized city hospital. 

20091111  Volunteers in Wuxi, Jiangsu Province take a child from the local orphanage home with them for the Chinese New Year celebration. Since the Action to Support Orphans in Wuxi began years ago, more families invite orphans to their homes every year at the Chinese New Year.

20091112  A volunteer styles the hair of a senior woman resident of a retirement home in Henan Province. Volunteers often come to the home to keep the residents company and help them with hair and nail grooming tasks. 
20091113  Volunteers from social organizations in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region take people with disabilities on an outing to the countryside. 

20091114  Psychologists and children in a quake-hit area take a break to play a game. Psychologists from around the country came to Wenchuan, Sichuan Province after May 12, 2008 to provide psychological support to quake-affected primary school students. 
20091115  Young volunteers in Hong Kong's Central District at a 2006 charity activity to raise public awareness for the needs of disadvantaged people and raise funds to help them.

20091116  Olympic champion and China’s top hurdler Liu Xiang joins the public to play shuttlecock as a volunteer of the National Body-building Campaign. 

20091117  A volunteer teaches farmers practical agro-techniques at the Baise old revolutionary area of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. The Volunteer Aiding the Poor in Relays Project to promote economic development in less developed areas of China began in 1996. 
20091118  Volunteers at a mobile blood donation unit give their blood to replenish supplies at the Red Cross Blood Center in Liu’an city, Anhui Province. 
20091119  Volunteer Chinese and American students and teachers from Tsinghua University give English and computer classes to primary and middle school students in Sheqi County, Henan Province during summer vacation. 
20091120  A Chinese volunteer in Zimbabwe gives classes to local residents. In past years China has sent hundreds of volunteers to developing countries such as Laos and Ethiopia to provide services in the fields of medicine and health care, information technology, agricultural skills, economic management and social development. 
20091121  A Chinese volunteer in Laos gives a computer class to local residents. The Chinese volunteer team in Laos provides services in medicine and health care, Chinese language and computer education, sports training and technical support. 
20091122  A Chinese volunteer in Ethiopia discusses health issues and medical problems with local doctors. 
