The Olympics Changes China
On August 24, 2008, the Olympic flame that had blazed in the Bird’s Nest for a couple of weeks was eventually doused off. But passionate athletes vying for Olympic medals have imprinted unforgettable memories in minds of the global audience and the Olympic spirit has remained alive in China. In the post-Olympics era, the Olympic spirit continues to fuel the country’s sustainable development. 

Since the very moment when China succeeded in its Olympic bid, it has begun to fulfill the solemn pledges it vowed. The construction of Olympics-related venues and facilities, based on the concepts of “green Olympics”, “hi-tech Olympics” and “people’s Olympics”, has helped improve the environment, upgrade infrastructures and optimize industrial structures of Beijing and other co-host cities. China’s spending in the Beijing Olympics added up to 520 million RMB yuan and was involved with almost all economic and social sectors, from the construction of Olympic venues and the Olympic Village to the upgrading of public transportation infrastructures, from environmental improvement to car restrictions, from well-planned security check to quality public health service, from the building of a more open society to enhanced media supervision… With the successful organization of the Beijing Olympics, Chinese people have become more open-minded and better behaved. 
While the Beijing Olympics has reshaped urban landscapes of the host cities, the Olympic spirit has changed ways of behavior and thinking of Chinese people. Foreign visitors were greeted with smile and warm hospitality either in competition venues or in hotels, restaurants or shopping centers. Chinese people have become more well-mannered and eco-conscious, with the establishment of the “Car-Free Day”, the “No Queue-Jumping Day” and the “Seat-Giving Day”. 

In the post-Olympics era, the national spirit of China, enriched by the Olympic Games, has had increasing impacts on every Chinese and every corner of the country. 
01. Beijing has built or renovated some 30 sports venues for Olympic competitions. After the Olympic Games, these venues have been redesigned for public use. This picture shows the Bird’s Nest (national stadium) and the Water Cube (national aquatics center) are shining under the spotlight. 

02. A table tennis competition, with thousands of contestants playing simultaneously, is taking place in the Olympic Green to kick off the Body-Building Campaign for All. Beijingers now are keen in various types of sports. 

03. Following the Beijing Olympic Games, Li Shanshan and Deng Linlin, two gold-medal winners from mainland China, were invited to showcase their gymnastic skills in Taiwan University’s gymnasium. The Olympics has brought glory to Chinese people from both sides of Taiwan Straits. 

04. After the Beijing Olympic Games, more diverse types of sports are practiced in rural areas of China. This picture shows two village children are enjoying themselves in a popular local sports game. 
05. This 100-meter-long “Sunshine Sports Corridor”, installed in the playground of a middle school in the countryside of Shandong Province, is quite popular among students, as they can build up their bodies with fun. 

06. Victims suffering from the May 12th earthquake in Sichuan hold a sports game in their neighborhood of temporary shelters, hoping to inspire people’s initiative to rebuild their homeland with the Olympic spirit. 

07. After the Beijing Olympics, Chinese people are more enthusiastic about sports activities. This picture shows that thousands of Hangzhou citizens join in a marathon event. 

08. After the Beijing Olympics, the Water Cube (national aquatics center) is redesigned to house performances and concerts. This picture shows a large chorus event is taking place in the Water Cube. 

09. The “no smoking” sign has been installed in many public venues of Beijing. The city is now endeavoring to become a smoking-free city. 

10. After the Beijing Olympics, more and more foreign tourists have come to China for sightseeing and every place around the country is improving their tourism facilities to attract more tourists. This picture shows a renovated public restroom in the Confucius Temple sightseeing area in Nanjing is marked with signs in Chinese, English, Japanese and Korean in order to bring convenience to foreign tourists. 

11. Based on the concept of “green Olympics”, China has earmarked thousands of millions of Chinese yuan in pollution control and environment improvement. This picture shows Shijingshan Gaojing Thermal Power Plant in Beijing, which won the Special Award for Environment Quality Control. The plant sets even stricter standards on waste gas emission and dust removal than those of European countries. 

12. China has launched a pilot project to promote energy-saving and new-energy-driven vehicles in 13 large cities including Beijing and Shanghai. Public service sectors, such as public transportation, taxi, government service, public sanitation and postage service, are encouraged to use energy-saving and new-energy-driven vehicles. This picture shows that a new-type electricity-driven bus has its battery charged up in a charging station in Beijing. 

13. In recent years, large cities across China have earmarked huge amounts of capital in building hi-tech digital traffic control systems in order to improve urban transportation. This picture shows that officials from the transportation department are watching the demonstration of a digitalized traffic control system. 

14. Two Chinese kids are enjoying the digital-controlled soccer game at a hi-tech industry exposition. 

15. Beijing has speeded up its subway construction in order to improve the city’s transportation. In five years from now, 19 new subway lines will be completed and put into operation. At that time, a complete urban rail network will be developed. This picture shows that workers are hailing for the completion of the channel of Beijing Subway Line 5.  

16. After the Beijing Olympics, many good habits initiated during the Games have been continued. This picture shows Beijingners are queuing up to buy tickets. 

17. At the inauguration ceremony for the Family Initiative on Energy-Saving and Emission Reduction, a Kazak woman from Xinjiang demonstrates the energy-saving bag she made by herself. 

18. Thanks to the Beijing’s Olympics, China’s brilliant culture has been introduced to much more foreigners and its cultural exchange with the rest of the world further promoted. The National Center for the Performing Arts, located on the western edge of Tiananmen Square, has housed several hundred performances and concerts, including those by the world’s top companies and orchestras. This picture shows the classic opera “Turandot” staged in the National Center for the Performing Arts. 

19. After the Beijing Olympics, many sectors have designed or improved their emergency response mechanism in order to handle all possible incidents and reduce losses to the minimum level. This picture shows the firemen are handling emergencies in the accident site during a large-scale training exercise coping with a major security accident caused by dangerous chemicals. 

20. The wireless mobile information platform for emergency medical aid, applied during the Beijing Olympics, adopts a new model of whole-process informatized emergency aid which can considerably save the time for life rescue. This picture shows that the monitoring system installed in the ambulance is transmitting image real time to the hospital. This system is now used for offering emergency medical aid to Beijingers.  

21. Woman staffs in the expressway sector of Anhui Province are exchanging experience about offering service to customers with smile. 

22. Shenyang, a city known for its heavy industry and located in northeast China, is a co-host city of the 2008 Summer Olympics. In recent years, thanks to huge government investment and active participation of all citizens, the city’s urban landscape, air quality, environment and public transportation have been remarkably improved. Not long ago, Shenyang was listed as an eco-demonstration city by the UN Environment Program. 

