The Great Unity of China’s Ethnic Groups

China is a united country jointly built by various ethnic groups. The history of China has been made with the contribution of all its diverse ethnic groups. Among all the 56 ethnic groups of China, the population of 55 ethnic minorities totals more than 100 million. 

With the founding of the People’s Republic of China, a new era of ethnic equality and unity has been ushered in. Regional ethnic autonomy is an important policy and system exercised in China to handle ethnic issues. So far, 75% of the total population of ethnic minorities is living in ethnic autonomous regions and 47% of the Chinese population living in ethnic autonomous regions belongs to ethnic minority groups. The system of regional ethnic autonomy which has been successfully implemented over decades reflects the common expectations of all the ethnic groups of China. 

Since the founding of new China 60 years ago, and particularly since the launch of the policy of reform and opening up 30 years ago, all the ethnic minority communities in China have witnessed ever-growing social progress and economic growth and increased comprehensive strength under the leadership of the Central Government. The total GDP of ethnic minority communities reached 3062.62 billion RMB yuan in 2008. Thanks to industrial restructuring, ethnic minority communities have become the country’s major production bases for agricultural and animal products. Major infrastructure projects have been built in ethnic minority habitats, including railways, airports, expressways, hydropower projects and telecommunication projects. Living standards of ethnic minorities have been substantially lifted. 

Over the past six decades, the Chinese Government has established and exercised a system of all-dimensional measures to guarantee the cultural rights of ethnic minorities, protecting and developing their cultural traditions, improving their educational and scientific levels and fostering the thriving of their cultures.  

Under the leadership of the Chinese Government, people of all 56 ethnic groups in China have always lived in unity, enjoying peace and happiness while embracing progress and prosperity.
20090901. China is a united multi-ethnic country composed of 56 ethnic groups. All its ethnic groups are important members of this big family. This picture shows that young people from the country’s 56 ethnic groups are taking a group photo in Tian’anmen Square in Beijing. 

20090902. China exercises the system of regional ethnic autonomy and has established five province-level autonomous regions over history. These autonomous regions have accommodated 44 ethnic minority groups of China and accounted for 64% of China’s total territory. This picture shows that representatives from the Central Government are presenting a bronze ding tripod symbolizing ethnic unity to Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in 2008, in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the region. 

20090903. All ethnic groups in China enjoy equal political rights. This picture shows that representatives of ethnic minorities from across the country attend the National People’s Congress and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference in the Great Hall of People in Beijing. 

20090904. China is steadily speeding up the building of socialist democratic and legal systems. This picture shows that Tibetan villagers are electing their village head by direct voting. 

20090905. The Qinghai-Tibet Railway, built on the frozen tundra of the Qinghai-Tibetan plateau more than 5000 meters above sea level, has provided the Tibetan people of various ethnic groups with great opportunities for economic growth and life improvement. This picture shows that Tibetan people are hailing for the inauguration of the railway.  
20090906. The Great Bazaar in Urumqi, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region is a well-known place to showcase the unique characteristics of various ethnic groups in Xinjiang. This building complex epitomizes Islamic culture as well as Uighur architecture and traditions. 

20090907.  China is committed to fostering scientific and technological talents of ethnic minority groups, and a large number of senior scientific experts of ethnic minorities have emerged in various fields. This picture shows Hong Bingrong, a Korean scientist and professor of Harbin Institute of Technology who has made pioneering contribution to the development of Chinese robot soccer. 

20090908. With strong and firm support of the Chinese Government, Tibetan medicine has been well protected and witnessed sound development. This picture shows that Master Cuoru Cilang, president of the Tibetan Medicine Institute of Tibet, is teaching four new Tibetan graduate students. 

20090909. In China, every ethnic group enjoys its freedom and rights to use and develop its own language and script. This picture shows scholars of the Shui ethnic group are studying documents written in Shui scripts. Shui scripts are a type of pictograph writing and have significant values as both historical objects and documents. 
20090910. Every ethnic group in China has retained its unique sports. This picture shows that robust young Mongolians are playing the wrestling game at the annual Nadam Fair. 

20090911. Compulsory education has been successfully implemented for ethnic minority communities. This picture shows that a teacher is giving a computer lesson for ethnic minority students in a middle school in Heilongjiang Province. 

20090912. Village girls from Miao and Shui ethnic groups in Guizhou Province are exchanging views at a training program entitled “Engaging Rural Women in Market Operation”. It is a training course aiming to teach new market concepts to the rural women of ethnic minorities. 

20090913． In order to support and boost the economy of ethnic minority communities, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region has sent young ethnic minority people to learn skills and technology in enterprises of other provinces. This picture shows that a worker of the Han ethnic group is teaching two Uighur women workers how to use measuring tools.

20090914. A project aimed at prospering frontier areas has been launched in Yunnan Province located at the southwestern border of China, with billions of RMB yuan invested in the installation of mobile telecommunication infrastructures. This picture shows a 93-year-old grandma of Hani ethnic group greeting her grandson working faraway from hometown through mobile phone.
20090915. All ethnic groups in China are living just like one family. After the May 12th Earthquake of Wenchuan broke out in 2008, the Hui (Muslim) community of Gansu Province donated money to the victims, hoping they could rebuild their homelands soon.

20090916. Cultures and arts of all ethnic groups of China have been preserved and promoted. This picture shows that in Urumqi, an old Uighur man is teaching students how to play ethnic music instruments.  

20090917. Livestock races have been launched every year in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, with an aim to broaden the herdsmen’s visions and arouse their interests in breeding better species and raising fine-fleece sheep in particular. This picture shows that herdsmen are exchanging experiences on animal husbandry. 

20090918. China’s public health undertaking for ethnic minorities has embraced sound development through great support of the government. This picture shows a medical expert treating old Elunchun people in a local town in Heihe, Heilongjiang Province.
20090919. Unique traditions and customs of ethnic minorities are respected and promoted in China. This picture shows that young people of Dong ethnic group are singing “bench love songs”, a special local tradition practiced in Tongdao County, Hunan Province. 

20090920. The Chinese Government attaches great importance to the protection and continuation of traditional cultures of ethnic minorities. This picture shows that villagers of Miao ethnic group in Guizhou are dancing and singing spontaneously on a local festival. 

20090921. Korean people in Dandong in northeast China are grinding rice cake, a Korean specialty, to welcome the Dragon Boat Festival. 
20090922. Chinese President Hu Jintao is warmly greeting deputies of ethnic minorities who come to Beijing to attend the National People’s Congress.
