Traditional handicrafts and intangible cultural heritage of China
A nation with long history and glorious civilization, China witnesses appearance of numerous colorful arts and crafts. They are valuable components of the nation's cultural legacy. 
Among these arts and crafts, traditional handicrafts are intensively associated with the daily life of generations of Chinese people. Ancient handicrafts like embroidery, paper-cuts, brocade, porcelain, lacquer ware, and clay sculpture are still much loved and valued.
However, as modern economy develops and people's life style changes, protection and enrichment of intangible cultural heritage are confronted with critical challenges. Chinese government therefore carried out a series of protection measures. In 2004, China joined UNESCO's Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Chinese government formulated a protection-oriented and utilization-guided policy and eventually established a mature safeguard system for its intangible cultural sources. Two lists of state-level intangible cultural heritage have been released until now to incorporate 1,028 items under 10 categories into the scope of protection and development. The second Saturday of June is designated as China’s Cultural Heritage Day. 

Twenty two handicrafts, including the craftsmanship of silk, Nanjing Yunjin brocade and Xuan paper, were incorporated in UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009. Since then China has become a country with the most items in this list. 

Captions:
20100301. Rong Yamei, an artisan of the traditional Li textile, displays how the handicraft works. The traditional Li textile techniques of spinning, dyeing, weaving and embroidering are invented by women of the Li ethnic group of Hainan Province, China, to make cotton, hemp and other fibers into clothing and other daily necessities. However, in recent decades the number of women with the weaving and embroidery skills at their command has severely declined to the extent that traditional Li textile techniques are exposed to the risk of extinction and are therefore incorporated in UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 
20100302.  Representative artisan of Yangliuqing Folk Painting Huo Qingyou prepares blocks. China’s traditional engraved block printing technique was invented more than 1,300 years ago. An epoch-making technique of the printing industry, it plays an important role in culture transmission around the world. 
20100303. A Regong artisan Niangben (right 1st) answers questions from the audience of an intangible cultural heritage expo. Thangka, an art popular in Regong of Qinghai Province, China, paints religious scrolls for venerating Buddha. It uses a special brush to apply natural dyes to cloth prepared with religious patterns sketched in charcoal. The art, rich in contents and diversified presentation forms, is known as the encyclopedia of the Tibetan ethnic group. 

20100304. An artisan of Cizhou porcelain (the firing technique of which was employed in ancient Cizhou, currently in north China’s Hebei Province) Liu Lizhong paints on his works. Porcelain-making is a century-old handicraft in China. In the course of development, a unique porcelain culture is formed while the technique matures. 

20100305. Cao Kaiyong, a senior artisan of Jingdezhen porcelain famous for his hand-making craft, shapes body for a bowl. Jingdezhen of Jiangxi Province boasts a long history of porcelain manufacture and is known as the Porcelain Center of China. Its porcelain wares are famous around the world for exquisite design and superb craftsmanship.
20100306.  Twin sisters Yue Fangfang and Yue Yuanyuan of Jinzhou City display their paper-cut works. Paper-cut is an art integral to everyday lives of Chinese ethnic groups. Basically, paper is cut or engraved with a chisel to produce varied and vivid images. Works of the art are used for home decoration (on windows, beds and ceilings), festivities, and many other folk activities. 

20100307. Hand-made Chinese cloisonné ware, brilliant in color and splendid in design, bears strong ethnic characteristics and for many years has been produced for export.
20100308. Celadon artist Xu Chaoxing presents his works to the History Museum of Hangzhou. The firing technology of Longquan celadon, included in UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, is a perfect combination of firing techniques and artistic expression. 
20100309. Embroidery artist Zhao Hongyu works on a Su-style miniature embroidery. Su embroidery of Jiangsu Province, Xiang embroidery of Hunan Province, Yue embroidery of Guangdong Province and Shu embroidery of Sichuan Province are the most famous ones of their kind in China. 

20100310. A craft worker displays how Nanjing Yunjin brocade is made. The craftsmanship of Nanjing Yunjin brocade represents the top level of China’s brocade making industry. It was incorporated in the UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
20100311. The sculpture of Panchen is made by lamas of Ta’er Monastery of Qinghai Province just before the Tibetan New Year. Named Yak Butter Flower, the sculpturing art is actually not a flower but sculptures of Buddha, flowers, birds and buildings made from yak butter. The art, unique of the Tibetan ethnic group, is included in China’s National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
20100312. Brick carving artisan Ye Zhicheng displays Huizhou-style craft. Brick carving, stone carving and wood carving techniques of ancient Huizhou (currently Huangshan city of Anhui Province and Wuyuan county of Jiangsi Province), collectively known as three carvings of Huizhou, are traced back more than a thousand years. Bearing distinct regional overtones, the techniques were often applied in architectural deco. 
20100313. A craftsman carves a violet-golden inkstone. Inkstone is a tool necessary for Chinese calligraphy. Usually made of carefully selected stones, inkstone endures years of constant use and is long-term preservable, which therefore makes it an important category in private collection of generations of Chinese scholars.
20100314. Huishan clay figurine, a famous art native of Wuxi, Jiangsu Province, has a history of over a thousand years. To help the art sustains, the local Bureau of Culture issued Measures for Supporting Development of Huishan Clay Figurine.
20100315. Villagers of Yangjiabu in Weifang of Shandong Province are making xylography new-year paintings. Xylograph painting of Yangjiabu is one of the three most famous Chinese folk xylography paintings, the other two being native of Taohuawu of Suzhou and Yangliuqing of Tianjin.
20100316. Representative artisan of interior painting Wang Xisan of Hengshui, Hebei Province, displays the art. With a special paintbrush to draw inside glass, crystal or amber objects, artisans produce exquisite and elegant painting works. First applied to decorate snuff bottles, the art was later developed to cover furnishings, perfume bottles, wine utensils, beads and lighters. An art form unique to China, it has been incorporated into the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
20100317. Middle school students learn the art of seal-cutting. Ancient seal-cutting as an art existed as early as 3,000 years ago. A combination of calligraphy and carving, the art basically employs a knife to carve characters on mainly stone materials. Seals of Han Dynasty (202 BCE–220 CE) usually bore zhuanshu or curly script, which explains why the art of seal-cutting is still called zhuanke and also why the zhuanshu is also known in English as “seal characters”.

20100318. A lacquer artisan shows body-free lacquer ware making techniques of Poyang, Jiangxi Province. Chinese are the earliest ones to use lacquer ware in the world. The craft dates back more than 7,000 years. 
20100319. Xuan paper craftsmen display the process of paper-making. Paper-making is one of the four great inventions of ancient China, the other three being compass, gunpowder and printing. Xuan paper is the top representative of traditional handmade paper, the art of which dates back more than 1,500 years. The craft is inscribed on the UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
20100320. Representative artisan Wang Abian teaches batik techniques. Batik is one of the three major textile printing techniques, the other two being tie dyeing and stencil. The technique is passed down from generation to generation in southwest China’s minority ethnic groups and became an indispensible part of local women’s daily life. 

20100321. Shadowplay artisans from Liaoning Province perform for the audience. Shadowplay, a theatrical entertainment using shadows thrown by puppets onto a lighted screen, is one of the most popular folk puppet plays in China. 

20100322. Actors from Guangdong Puppet Troupe perform plays for the audience. Puppet play as one of the oldest and most exquisite cultural forms of the Chinese has undergone continuous improvements after it came into being 3,000 years ago and eventually became valuable assets of the nation. 

