Qinghai-Tibet Railway
---A Huge Steel Dragon across the Roof of the World
On July 1, 2006, a train ran from Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (located in western China and called as the Roof of the World) to Lhasa, namely the snow-capped holy city, which announced to the whole world that Qinghai-Tibet Railway, i.e. the longest plateau railway with highest altitude in the world is open to traffic!
With an average height above sea level up to 4,000m, Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is called “The Roof of the World” and “The Third Pole”, and it is always considered as “Forbidden Zone of Life”. Qinghai-Tibet Railway stretches 1,956 km from Xining, capital of Qinghai Province, to Lhasa, capital of Tibet Autonomous Region. 814m Xining-Golmud Section was completed in 1979 and put to operation in 1984. The construction of over 1,100km new track from Golmud to Lhasa began in 2001, most of which lies in the forbidden zone of life and no-human zone, and moreover, it runs across as long as 550km in the frozen soil area. 
Qinghai-Tibet Railway climbs over Kunlun Mountain and Tanggula Mountain. Its highest point is 5,072m above the sea level, and it is the railway with highest altitude in the world. With a height of 5,068m above the sea level, Tanggula Railway Station is the highest railway station in the world. Areas along the railway feature in complicated geological structure, frequent movement, high altitude, strong sunshine and extremely complicated and distinctive frozen soil. With a height of 4,905m above sea level, 1,338m long Fenghuoshan Tunnel stretches in the permafrost layer (over 150m ice thickness), which is the highest plateau permafrost tunnel with longest track in frozen soil area in the world. The important thing is, Chinese people only spent 5 years in building such a great railway.  
Tibet had been the only administrative region at provincial level that had no railway before, therefore, the under-developed traffic facilities restricted the economic and social development there. Along with the implementation of west development strategy, materials transferred to Tibet from various regions of China become more and more, and the road transportation is insufficient to satisfy the requirements of development. The building of Qinghai-Tibet Railway is a significant measure for speeding up the economic development of Qinghai and Tibet, promoting the prosperous in western China and improving the living standard of local people.
Only a few months after opening to traffic, Qinghai-Tibet Railway has raised a “Plateau Economic Fever”, which brought about benefits to Qinghai and Tibetan people. Therefore, it has a reputation of “Railway to the Heaven” among various local ethnic groups. 
Explanation of Photos:
01. The first rail for Qinghai-Tibet Railway was laid in Tibet on June 22, 2003. This photo shows the track-laying ceremony held at Amdo Railway Station of Qinghai-Tibet Railway, which is 4,700m above sea level. 
02. During the construction of Qinghai-Tibet Railway, great efforts were not only made to realize good project quality, but also to protect the environment. This photo shows railway workers and local Tibetans transplanting primary sods on the construction section of Qinghai-Tibet Railway to protect natural ecology.
03. Through five-year’s endeavors on snow-capped land from 2001, construction workers have created an incredible miracle and several world records. 
04. Construction department of Qinghai-Tibet Railway has built several medical organizations in the no-human zone (more than 4,800m above sea level) of Tanggula Mountain that features in high and frigid as well as oxygen deficiency, and equipped them with oxygen making stations, hyperbaric oxygen chambers, ambulances and other medical equipment to guarantee the medical treatment and health of construction workers. 
05. On July 1, 2006, the Open-to-Traffic Ceremony of Qinghai-Tibet Railway was held in Golmud, Qinghai province. This photo shows Chinese President Hu Jintao cutting the ribbon at the opening ceremony of the first passenger train running on Qinghai-Tibet Railway.
06. The first train departed from Lhasa, Tibet, and ran cross Lhasa River Super Large Bridge on July 1, 2006. 
07. On June 30, 2006, the eve before the opening of Qinghai-Tibet Railway, fireworks and music fountain were held in Potala Palace Square to celebrate the opening of Qinghai-Tibet Railway.
08. Lhasa Railway Station is designed to be a palace with strong Tibetan architectural style, which has an area of 23, 600m2 and a height of 22.9m. It has 6 platforms to allow 10 trains running in and out simultaneously with a passenger throughput as many as 2,700 persons. Electronic information display screens, magnetic card telephone booths, automatic ladders, baggage slides, solar heating and other modern facilities are equipped in the station. Moreover, the square of the station covers an area of 100,000m2. 
09. On July 1, 2006, local Tibetan people waved the Kha-btags (Hada) at the end of Tuotuo River Bridge to warmly welcome the first train running on the Qinghai-Tibet Railway.
10. A train departed from Golmud, Qinghai province, successfully ran through Tanggula Mountain Pass, the highest railway point in the world, with 5,072m high above sea level.
11. Qinghai-Tibet Railway project lays great emphasis on environmental protection, and therefore, the living, migration and multiplication of wild animals along the railway are free and undisturbed. This photo shows two Tibetan gazelles playing beside the embankment of Qinghai-Tibet Railway in Kekexili National Nature Reserve.
12. Qinghai-Tibet Railway facilitates materials and people flow. Have never taken trains before, now Tibetan people go out by trains happily. Statistics show that only the first two months after the railway’s operation, namely July and August of 2006, more than 900,000 visitors went to Tibet, which brought about some RMB 940 million Yuan tourist income.
13. This photo shows passengers who are lack of oxygen use the oxygen supplying facility in the first train running from Lhasa to Beijing.
14. This photo shows a train departing from Golmud station of Qinghai-Tibet Railway Golmud runs out of Kunlun Mountain Tunnel. Kunlun Mountain Tunnel is the longest plateau permafrost tunnel in the world with a total length of 1,686m.
15. Trains departing from Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chongqing, Chengdu, Lanzhou and other cities and running on Qinghai-Tibet Railway have been opened one after another. Both the passenger and cargo trains run smoothly and normally. Passengers can enjoy the unique charm of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau on the train. 
16. This photo shows a train departing from Golmud runs into the Fenghuoshan Tunnel, the highest plateau permafrost tunnel with longest track in frozen soil area in the world. 
17. Qinghai-Tibet Railway’s operation advances the economic development of Tibet. This photo shows real estate agents sell houses in Lhasa, and many Lhasa citizens inquire the detailed information in front of the booths. 
18. Qinghai-Tibet Railway drives the flourishing development of tourism in Tibet. The hotel industry in Tibet begins to rebuild and expand their hotels energetically to satisfy the requirements for more and more visitors. This photo shows a foreign visitor takes a photo happily in the balcony of a newly-built Tibetan style hotel after checking in. 
19. Along with Qinghai-Tibet Railway’s operation, more and more Tibetan people go out of Tibetan areas to do their businesses. Wearing Tibetan robe, Denizepu is selling Tibetan decorations and handicrafts on the street of Nanjing city. Nanjing citizens can experience strong Tibetan folk customs without leaving Nanjing. 
20. After Qinghai-Tibet Railway’s operation, visitors from both at home and abroad increase dramatically, the local special products sell very well. This photo shows a foreign visitor is watching the making of traditional costumes.
21. Since Qinghai-Tibet Railway’s operation, many new bars and coffee shops opened in Lhasa to meet the increasing demand. 
22. From July to September, 2006, Qinghai-Tibet Railway has already carried some 450,000 passengers, which promotes the business development of Lhasa. 
