Mongolian---An Ethnic Group Living in the Grassland
---Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the Foundation of Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, China
Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region was founded on May 1, 1947, which is the first autonomous region in China and the main area inhabited by Chinese Mongolians. 2007 is the 60th anniversary of the foundation of Inner Mongolia. 
Living in northern China, Mongolian ethnic group (one of China’s minorities) is an old nomad with bold, unconstrained, strong and hospitable characteristics. “Mon-gol” means “eternal flame”, and it is known as “the horseback people” because they had relied on animal husbandry in their history. Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region has an area of 1.183 million kilometers which accounts for 12.3% of China’s total area. Inner Mongolia borders Mongolia and Russia to the north with a 4,221-kilometer long frontier. There are as many as 49 ethnic groups live in Inner Mongolia with a total population of 23,843,500 to the end of 2004, among which Mongolian people is over 4.8 million. The capital of Inner Mongolia is Hohhot.
Nowadays, there are more than 4.8 million Mongolians in China, most of them inhabit in Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region，others live in Northeastern and Northwestern China separately. Their national language Mongolian and Mongolian writing are still in use today, and their religion Tibetan Buddhism (Lamaism) is well preserved. 
Mongolian ethnic group has a long history. They worship their history and heroes. In the cold arm era, they were good at riding horses, shooting and fighting, so they created a lot of miracles. The 13th Century is the most splendid time for Mongolian: Temujin, the great Mongol Emperor who united all the Mongol Khanligs, was elevated as the Khaan of all Mongols and rewarded with the title as “Genghis Khan”. The Mongol Empire of the Mongol feudals was established. 
Mongolians created numerous civilizations during their long history, and left over many valuable books and records on history, literature, medicine, chronometer, geography and other subjects for human beings. Among which, Inside History of Mongolia is the first historical document and great literature written in Mongolian characters in China. It has been listed as one of the world cultural heritages by United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The heroic epic Jangar is the most famous Mongolian oral literature to vividly reflect the social history of Mongolian tribal war times. It is one of the “Three Heroic Epics” in the history of Chinese literature. 
Inner Mongolian natural grassland is vast with the largest area among China’s top five grasslands, which is the important stockbreeding production base. At present, Mongolians earn their living mainly by stockbreeding, and they are also engaged in agriculture and processing industry. As a result, agriculture and industry are developed in high speed. New-style towns are formed one by one, the living of Mongolian people go toward modernization gradually. 
Explanation of Photos:
01. Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region has rich water resources. There are more than 500 lakes in Alashan desert. Desert and water exist in harmony in Alashan desert for several ten thousand years, which makes Alashan desert become extremely beautiful. 
02. There are numerous historical and scenic sites in Inner Mongolia, such as Five Pagoda Temple and Zhaojun Tomb in Hohhot, Wudang Lamasery and Meidai  Lamasery in Baotou, Mausoleum of Genghis Khan in Yijinhuoluo Qi, Yanfu Temple in Alashan Zuo Qi, Daming Pagoda in Chifeng (Ulanhad) city, GaXian Cavity in Oroqen Qiand and so on. This photo shows Juyan---Heicheng Cultural Site, a national cultural relic protection unit, which is located on the desert alongside the lower reaches of Erginar river and was built in Yuan Dynasty. Its important value is not only lies in the appearance, but also lies in the unique valuable cultural relics that were buried inside the site. 
03. Inner Mongolia boasts the largest grassland and natural pasture in China. The grassland covers an area of 86,667,000 hectares, among which the natural pasture is 68,000,000 hectares accounting for 27% of the total area of China’s grasslands. Having the largest preserved natural grassland all over the world, the Hulunbeir Grassland is the largest animal food base with no pollution source in China. 
04. Boasting a total cultivated area of 7,091,000 hectares, the per capita cultivated area in Inner Mongolia is 0.36 hectares, which is 3 times more than China’s per capita cultivated area and ranks top 1 in China. 
05. Inner Mongolia has the largest forest in China with an area of 14,066,000 hectares and a per capita forest area of 9.15 mu. Also, the per capita afforestation area there ranks top 1 in China. Located in Inner Mongolia, Da Xing’an Ling is the largest virgin forest in China. 
06. Since the foundation of Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, the urban construction has been developed rapidly. Many cities are full of high-rises and people’s living standard has been improved dramatically. This photo shows the beautiful night scene of Hohhot---the capital of Inner Mongolia. 
07. Nowadays, there are less and less traditional nomadic Mongolian people. Most of them settled down, and then civil-structural houses that look like Mongolian tents appear. Mongolian people in agricultural region are living in Han-style houses. As a result, new-style villages are formed. 
08. Horse-headed violin is the traditional instrument of Mongolian people. It features mature playing skill and rich expressive force, which not only can express the bold, straightforward, broad and deep characteristics of Mongolians, but also can show the mellow, sweet and agreeable impression. This photo shows several Mongolian teenagers are playing the horse-headed violins, wearing their national costumes in the party. 
09. Wrestling is the favorite sport of Mongolian people, and it is called as “Mongolian Wrestling” due to its different wrestling method. Whenever there is any grand festival or celebration, Mongolian wrestling is the necessary program. More, it was listed as an item of Chinese Wrestling in Chinese sports meeting. 
10. Mongolian ethic group believe in Lamaism. Their national belief are always respected and passed on. This photo shows many monks are walking around the temple, lifting classics with their hands during a Buddhist ceremony. 
11. Temujin, also known as Genghis Khan, is the first emperor of Yuan Dynasty. He is an all-powerful and distinguished Mongolian politician and strategist. In A.D. 1277, Genghis Khan attacked the Xixia Kingdom and died of disease on the way in July at the age of 65. “Private funeral” prevails in Mongolian ethnic group, so till now nobody knows the location of real Mausoleum of Genghis Khan. The known Mausoleum of Genghis Khan is only a tomb containing the personal effects of Genghis Khan. It is full of green grass, and you can enjoy the unique imposing scene of grassland here. 
12. Since the foundation of Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, the education there has been developed rapidly over past 60 years. There are 36 regular institutions of higher education till the end of 2006 (3 more than last year), which recruit 81,000 students all the year. There are 1,199 junior middle schools, which recruit 314,200 students all the year. And the percentage of school-age children enrolled reaches 99.7%. 
13. There are 3,693 health institutions in Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region. Among which there are 474 hospitals, 1,325 health centers in rural and pastoral areas, 140 centers for disease control & prevention, 113 MCH centers, 51 specialized disease prevention & treatment institutes. Experimental job for new-style rural cooperative medical care is carried out in 39 counties (27 more than last year), which covers 6,628,900 person in rural and pastoral areas (4,619,000 more than last year). So, the medical treatment for urban, rural and pastoral residents is well guaranteed. 
14. In recent years, the communication industry has been greatly advanced in Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region. Wireless base stations were set up not only in urban areas, but also in pastoral areas to enable herdsmen to communicate with outside world in their homes. The SDH optical fiber cable laid in Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region is the longest optical fiber cable that adopts SDH (Synchronous Digital Hierachy) technology in China, with a total length of more than 4,000 kilometers. 
15. The cashmere produced by Inner Mongolian Alashan goats with white fine hair is the best cashmere all over the world with three excellent indexes, namely, fineness, brightness and whiteness. KVSS dehaired goatswool that is made of the Alpas cashmere of Yikezhao Prefecture is worldwide known as “China’s No. 1 dehaired goatswool” and enjoys the good reputation of “soft gold”. This photo shows a large-scale manufacturing shop of cashmere sweaters. 
16. Private enterprises grow up rapidly in Inner Mongolia. The Green animal husbandry advances the development of dairy industry and as a result, they become the important suppliers of dairy products in China. And more, their products are exported to Mongolia, America, Canada, Southeast Asia and other countries and regions. This photo shows the modern milking parlor of Mengniu Dairy (Group) Co., Ltd.. Both its sales volume of liquid milk and export of milk list at the No. 1 in China. 
17. Manzhouli City of Inner Mongolia is the largest landway port connecting Eurasia continental bridge and China. Over recent years, Manzhouli changes with each passing day: high buildings were built all over the city; cars are running back and forth; foreign merchants and visitors can be seen everywhere. All these make Manzhouli become an important border trade port. 
18. Inner Mongolia Electric Power Grid provides powerful development force for economic construction and people’s livelihood. At present, it has the largest total installed capacity among China’s minority regions. The wind energy reserves in Inner Mongolia accounts for 20% of China’s total reserves, ranking top 1 all over the country. 
19. Over recent years, the traffic development in Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region has been further accelerated. In 2006, 24.5 billion yuan were invested in highway construction, and the newly-built highway is as long as 4,300 kilometers; more than 10 billion yuan were invested in railway construction, and the newly-built railway reaches 2,712 kilometers; the relocation and building of Chifeng Airport, the flight area expansion projects of Baotou, Wuhai, Manzhouli and Wulanhaote Airport were started. This photo shows north benz trunks that made for U.N. by an Inner Mongolia automobile joint venture. 
20. Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region boasts rich tourism resources. The desert journey, grassland journey and folk journey there attract lots of visitors. 
21. In order to protect ecological environment and prevent the desertification of grassland and land, Chinese government and Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region government are engaged in afforestation and the strict control of deforestation and vegetation destruction of grassland. Thanks to all these measures, the trend of ecological environment depravation is under control. 
22. Mongolians are good at riding and toxophily, which had been their magical weapon for victory in the history. Nowadays, toxophily matches are held during holidays, which become the entertainment program. This photo shows a toxophily match of Mongolian Tuvas. 
