Build a new countryside to achieve common prosperity of both urban and rural areas
Since the reform and opening up to the outside world, China’s agriculture and rural areas have been deeply changed, especially in some rich countryside in east and middle China. And the overall appearance of countryside has been changed a lot. The development of modern plant, breed and processing industry provides farmers with living guarantee and channels of becoming rich. 

However, because of vast territory, the rural development in different regions shows large gap and incomes of farmers are unstable. The economic development of countryside and the living standard of farmers place great impact on the process of China’s social development. Therefore, Chinese government has decided to promote the construction of new countryside three years on end since 2004. In 2006, Chinese government has put forward an overall goal for the construction of new countryside as “developing production, improving living standards, fostering more civil behavior, improving the overall cleanliness of villages and exercising democratic management.” In order to realize this goal, central government has made various policies of getting industry to support agriculture, cities to support the countryside and the whole society to support agricultural development. Only in 2006, central government budget expenditures for agriculture, rural areas and farmers will be as much as 42.5 billion US dollars, 5.3 billion US dollars more than last year. In the following five years, the state will add 27.3 billion US dollars for supporting rural compulsory education (tuition and fees of rural primary and middle schools are exempted). And central government budget expenditures for rural cooperative medical service are as much as 580 million US dollars. Moreover, the state budget will invest more than 2.5 billion US dollars to reconstruct township health centers and buildings and equipment of some county hospitals in five years. 

In near future, the overall appearance of China’s countryside will be significantly changed, the living standard of Chinese farmers (more than 900 million) will be improved, and the common and balanced development of China’s urban and rural areas will be gradually realized. 
Explanation of Photos:
01. In some countryside with flat topography, the agricultural production becomes mechanization step by step. This photo shows several farmers reaping by mechanical equipment. 

02 This photo shows a person who makes a living by aquiculture in Haian county, Jiangsu province, arranging net cages in the river. This town puts great emphasis on “water town” ecological agriculture. They breed crabs, raise ducks and plant lotus roots. Ecological agriculture with water town characteristics enables many farmers to become rich. 

03. In next five years, China will dramatically increase the investment of agricultural comprehensive development to advance the development of agricultural integration and increase incomes of farmers. This photo shows a modernized plastic-covered sheds for planting. 

04. In 2006, China will lay its priority of infrastructure investment to agriculture and rural areas, and the agricultural seeds project will be one of the investment points. This photo shows technical personnel of some agricultural scientific research base conducting elite seeds cultivation research. 

05. Township and village enterprises in China have become major channels for increasing the incomes of farmers. This photo shows rural youth working in a township and village enterprise in Jiangsu province. 

06. Zhejiang province boasts over 1 million township and village enterprises, the proportion of employment and transfer of rural labor rank top 1 of its kind all over China. This photo shows farmers working at a garment factory opened by a township and village enterprise. 

07. Li Xueting, a farmer in Liaocheng, Shandong province established a hen farmers association by combining local chicken rearers. Furthermore, he applied for and registered his own brand. This photo shows him and his wife doing business by video through network. 

08. This photo shows employees in a farm (in Jiangsu province) getting new-style rice transplanters. In order to improve agricultural mechanization of farms, the government provides subsidies for purchasing new-style applicable farm machinery, and therefore employees could drive rice transplanters home by paying only 40% of the original price. 

09. Along with the vigorous development of rural eco-tourism, ways for farmers to make money become more and more. This photo shows an old rural woman and her husband making up cloth tigers for selling, in order to increase their incomes. 

10. A food art training school in Jiangsu province recruits rural youth for teaching them food carving skills, in order to enable them to find jobs. 

11. China’s rural areas attract urban residents by their beautiful pastoral landscape, which greatly increase incomes of farmers. This photo shows some urban tourists looking around an agricultural orchard that located in outer suburb of Zaozhuang city, Shandong province. They are picking fruits and taking photos there.

12. The People's Bank Of China has dramatically increased rural credit over recent years to provide safe, convenient and high-efficient payment settlement service for agriculture, rural areas and farmers. This photo shows a Rural Credit Union in Wenling city, Zhejiang province, granting credits to rural youth for starting undertakings, in order to help them become rich through hard work. 

13. Located in Lianyungang city, Jiangsu province, Liandao town greatly develops ocean fishing, deep-sea culture and island tourism depending on local marine resources, which makes local fishing population become rich step by step. 

14. Paifang village (Guang’an city, Sichuan province) has been built into a new village with complete public service facilities after it became rich. 

15. Located in the suburb of Beijing city, Hongfu village develops its economy rapidly thanks to its geographical advantage of nearing such huge market, which makes farmers there live rich lives. This photo shows a brand-new school built in that village. 

16. Huairou district of Beijing regularly organizes professional personnel for a program named “teach farmers English, etiquette, skills and codes” to improve the quality of farmers. This photo shows rural women learning English together. 

17. China’s rural health service carries out a medical and health service network with three levels, namely county, country and village, in order to provide basic medical service for farmers. Chongqing municipal government organizes medical professionals to go to rural areas, in order to conduct free procreation checkup for over 100,000 married fertility age women (under 50 years old), and conduct free medication for women who suffering from mild diseases. 

18. Over recent years, central government budget has provided financial support for rural small-scale public facilities to develop clean energy, which solved the power problem in rural areas. Most farmers of ethnic groups have solar power ovens in Jishishan county, Gansu province.
19. China will initiate a Fitness Project for Farmers from 2006, and there will be public stadiums in 1/6 of administrative villages up to 2010. This photo shows farmers in Nankang city, Jiangxi province doing exercises. 

20. Heheng village of Jiangsu province, which has won the title of “World Top 500” for environment held the Rape Flower Festival in this spring. Local farmers conducted 12 activities, such as rape flower viewing and admiring, fishing competition, rural sports meeting, etc during the festival. This photo shows rural dragon dance teams playing in the field. 

21. Graduates go to villages to become village officers, in order to strengthen the information and market communication in rural areas and finally lead farmers to become rich. This photo shows villagers in the suburb of Beijing giving their warm welcome to several graduates who come to accede to village cadres. 

22. Dang Zhaoxia, a woman in Wuyang village, Shanxi province, was elected as director of village committee in the election of the sixth villagers' committee session. She is the seventh female “village officer” in the election of the sixth villagers' committee session of that county. 

