陕西皮影艺术展

EXHIBITION 0F SHADOW PUPPETS SHAANXI CHINA

PREFACE

The shadow show, illuminated puppet figures - by three to five manipulators -- on a transparent white cloth screen, is an artistic combination of opera, music, fine art and special craftsmanship. It is a very typically traditional entertainment that has survived and thrived over the centuries. It is also one of the earliest arts introduced into the West.

Record has it that Shaanxi shadow show dates back to the Han Dynasty, about 2000 years ago. lt stands out for its elaborate and colorful engravings plus the exquisite performing skills.

The puppets are mostly made of skins from cattle and donkeys. Such a show involves a complete and complex process before it actually happens on the stage -- choice of materials, making of characters and execution, including cutting, carving, painting, etc. The physiognomy of a shadow figure is called in Chinese <i>"toucha"</i>. In general most faces are made in profile or in a half view. The figure's nose bridge stretches straight upward to its forehead. Except for eyebrows, eyes, and mouths. the blank space of the face has to be gashed and cut away. Five colors -- red, green, yellow, white and black -- are applied on the face in varying degrees of density and thickness to show different images and personalities of the characters. At length different parts of the figure are connected by threads, forming movable joints for a posture of, say, sitting, standing, kneeling or whatever actions necessary.

This exhibition offers 50 pieces of shadow puppets collected and selected from various parts of Shaanxi Province. They fall into four categories -- General Characters from Shadow Plays, Some Well-known Characters from Shadow Plays, Stories from Shadow Plays, and Props Used in the Shadow Plays. Through this small exhibition we want to extend our best regards to all the friends who love Chinese culture, in particular shadow theater.
图注：

A. General Characters from Shadow Plays: sheng (male), dan (female), jing (painted face, male), and chou (clown, male or female).（皮影戏人物造型）

A-1

雪花小生

Snowflake xiao sheng
Author: Wang Tianxi

Size: 18cm×35cm

xiao sheng is the young male character type in traditional Chinese operas. The costume of the figure is engraved into shape of snowflakes, hence the name.

A-2

万字小生

xiao sheng in the shape of the Character wan（万）

Author: Wang tianxi

Size: 18cm×35cm

The costume of the figure is engraved into the shape of the Chinese character wan（万）, hence the name.

A-3

正  生

zheng sheng
Provided by Hua County

Size: 18cm×35cm

A zheng sheng plays roles of an emperor or other young male characters whose art of singing is much valued.

A-4

丑小生

chou xiao sheng
Provided by Hua County

Size: 18cm×35cm

A chou xiao sheng plays roles of young male comical characters.

A-5

短打武生

wu sheng

Provided by Weinan County

Size: 18cm×35cm

A wu sheng plays martial roles in the traditional Chinese operas.

A-6

正  旦

zheng dan
Author: Wang Yanni

Size: 23cm×40cm

A zheng dan plays main female roles in the traditional Chinese operas.

A-7

闺门旦

guimen dan
Author: Zhang Xiaoling

Size: 18cm×35cm

A guimen dan is a female role, elegant and refined. The art of singing is much valued with guimen dan.

A-8

道姑旦

daogu dan
Author: Zhang Feng

Size: 18cm×35cm

A guimen dan plays the role of nuns.

A-9

黑  头

hei tou
Author: Zhang Xiaoling

Size: 18cm×35cm

hei tou is <i>hua lian(painted face). This character type also lays particular attention on the art of singing.

A-10

二花脸

er hua lian
Provided by Dali County

Size: 18cm×35cm

er hua lian is one type of jing (painted face, male).

A-11

监斩官（文丑）

jian zhan guan (execution supervisor)

Provided by Xi'an

Size: 18cm×35cm

A clown character in the shadow play.

A-12

小丑（门官）

xiao chou
Provided by Xi'an

Size: 18cm×35cm

A comical character in the shadow play.

A-13

皮影头茬（上）十帽

tou cha
Provided by Tong Guan

Size: 10cm×15cm

The physiognomy of a shadow figure is called in Chinese tou cha. Apart from main roles which are played with individual shadow figures, other roles switch by replacing tou cha.

B.Some Well-known Characters from the Shadow play (皮影戏特定人物造型)

B-1

骑马关公

guan gong on the Horse

Author: Wang Tianxi

Size: 28cm×36cm

guan gong, famous general of the State of Shu in the late period of Eastern Han and the Period of the Three Kingdoms.

B-2

哪  吒

ne zha
Provided by Xi'an

Size: 13cm×36cm

ne zha is a character from Chinese fairy tales.

B-3

唐明皇

Emperor Li Longji

Author: wang Tianxi

Size: 32cm×62cm

Emperor Li Longji (685-762)from the Tang Dynasty (618-907) had a great liking for music and dance.

B-4

杨贵妃

yang guifei (Imperial Concubine Yang)

Author: Wang Tianxi

Size: 27cm×60cm

Emperor Li Longji's favorite concubine, was good at singing and dancing.

B-5

唐  僧

tang seng(the Tang Monk)

Provided by Hua County

Size: 15cm×33cm

tang seng is a charater from Journey to the West, one of the four great Chinese ancient novels.

B-6

孙悟空

sun wukong(Monkey King)

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×33cm

sun wukong is a character from Journey to the West, one of the four great Chinese ancient novels.

B-7

猪八戒

zhu bajie
Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 18cm×30cm

zhu bajie is a character from Journey to the West, one of the four great Chinese ancient novels.

B-8

沙和尚

sha heshang
Author: Circulated in the folklore

size: 15cm×33cm

sha heshang is a character from Journey to the West, one of the four great Chinese ancient novels.

B-9

弼马温
bi ma wen(the horse feeder)

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 20cm×30cm

As the story goes, Monkey King used to feed the horse for Yu Huang, Jade Emperor, hence the name.

B-10

马靠吕布

Lu Bu
Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×20cm

Bodyguard of Dong Zhuo, minister in the late period of Easten Han Dynasty(25-220 AD), Well-trained and highly skilled in martial art, he became one of the warlords later.

B-11

番  将

A Minority General

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×20cm

This is a general from the Tibetan regime in ancient China.

B-12

二郎神

er lang shen
Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×33cm

A character from Chinese mythology.

B-13

钟  馗

zhong kui
Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 18cm×35cm

zhong kui is a character from Chinese folklore legend and is said to be able to drive awaythe evil spirit.

C.Stories from the Shadow Play（皮影戏故事选段）

C-1

《西游记》牛魔王

The Ox Demon

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 29cm×40cm

C-2

《西厢记》张生

Zhang Sheng

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 29cm×40cm

Zhang Sheng is a hero of the play the story of the West Chamber.

C-3

《西厢记》崔莺莺

Cui Yingying

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 29cm×40cm

Cui Yingying is a heroine of the play the story of the West Chamber.

C-4

《西厢记》红娘

Hong Niang

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 29cm×40cm

Hong Niang is a character (matchmaker) of the play the story of the West Chamber.

C-5

《西厢记》老夫人

Lao Furen

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 29cm×40cm

Lao Furen is a character (matchmaker) of the play the story of the West Chamber.

C-6

镇台念书

Zhen Tai Doing Reading

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 18cm×35cm

C-7

金銮殿

Jin Luan Temple

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 57cm×80cm

C-8

象  车

Elephant Chariot (The Emperor on His Inspection Tour)

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 85cm×56cm

C-9

万民伞

Myriad People Umbrella

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 32cm×61cm

A sunshade umbrella used by guard of honor in the emperor's inspection tour.

C-10

吉  扇

Fan of Luck

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 32cm×61cm

A fan used by guard of honor in the emperor's inspection tour.

C-11

月  斧

Yue Fu

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 32cm×61cm

Yue Fu is an axe taking the shape of the crescent. It is a weapon used by guard of honor to escort the emperor in the inspection tour.

C-12

朝天灯

Heavenly Lamp

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 35cm×45cm

Illuminating appliance used by guard of honor in the emperor's inspection tour.

C-13

皮影邮票

China's First Stamp with Shadow Puppets

Author: Wang Tianxi

Size: 10cm×10cm

From the Chinese Well-known historical story Mulan.

C-14

男旗牌

The Male Order Deliverer

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 20cm×38cm

Guard of honor at the emperor's inspection tour.

C-15

女旗牌

The Female Order Deliverer

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 20cm×38cm

Guard of honor at the emperor's inspection tour.

D.Stage Props of the Shadow Play（皮影戏舞台道具）

D-1

龙桌、龙椅

Dragon Table and Dragon Chair

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 20cm×27cm

D-2

帅桌、帅椅

shuai Table and shuai Chair

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×20cm

shuai is a commander-in-chief.

D-3

仙桌、仙椅

xian Table and xian Chair

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×20cm

xian means celestial being, immortal.

D-4

仙椅三幅

Three xian Chair

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 12cm×20cm

xian means celestial being, immortal.

D-5

花瓶三幅

Three Vases

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×27cm

D-6

变  化

bianhua (change)

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 34cm×35cm

bianhua is a specific article of props in the shadow play. It can be a bird, a piece of cloud, etc., which are brought into and removed from the scene in accordance with the plot.

D-7

变  化

bianhua (change)

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 35cm×30cm

bianhua is a specific article of props in the shadow play. It can be a bird, picec of cloud, etc,which are brought into and removed from the scene in accordance with the plot.

D-8

云朵、菩萨朵子

yun duo, pusa duozi (change)

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 30cm×35cm

bianhua is a specific article of props in the shadow play. It can be a bird, picec of cloud, etc,which are brought into and removed from the scene in accordance with the plot. pusa duozi is a Buddha on a pice of cloud.

D-9

地狱旗牌

Order Deliverer of the Hell

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 20cm×38cm

D-10

麒  麟

Kylin

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 35cm×30cm

Mythical unicorn in Chinese legends.

D-11

老  虎

Tiger

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 35cm×20cm

D-12

狮  子

Lion

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 35cm×19cm

D-13

水  妖

Water Demon

Author: Circulated in the folklore

Size: 15cm×20cm  
