Melody of Colors 

Exhibition of Costumes and Ornaments of Chinese Ethnic Minorities 

Preface 

China with its vast land,  is the home of 56 ethnic groups, including the Han people. . Among them, ethnic minorities account for 8.41% of the nation’s total population. The costumes of these ethnic minorities vary greatly due to their different natural environments and modes of production, resulting in a rich culture of ethnic minority costumes. The many styles and various fabrics of the costumes point to the social changes experienced by these ethnic minorities. Religious and ancient designs still remain in these simple patterns. The gorgeous ornaments and consummate craft of these costumes points to the close relationship between these ethnic minorities and nature. 

This exhibition displays 43 sets from typical costumes of 33 ethnic minorities, with every one highlighting the unique culture of each ethnic minority. Some of them have a social role, while others tell about the history of a family or a tribe. All of them have the rich flavor of life and a deep cultural significance.

This exhibition is devoted to all people who have a deep love for human culture. 

Costumes and Ornaments of China’s Ethnic Minorities 
Northeast and Inner Mongolia
1) Mongolian

5,813,947 

Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Regions, Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Hebei, Qinghai and Henan provinces 
Tibetan Buddhism 

The Mongolian Nationality
Both Mongolian men and women wear long loose upright-collar robes with buttons on the front-right, long trousers, long colorful head sashes, long leather boots and cone-shaped hats in winter. They wear various ornaments. Men usually wear knives, flints, snuff bottles and other ornaments on the waist. Women prefer various head ornaments, earrings, necklaces, bracelets and rings, and usually decorate their braids with agates, coral and jaspers.

2) Manchu
10,682,262
Liaoning, Hebei, Heilongjiang and Jilin provinces, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and Beijing 
Shamanism, ancestor worship, Buddhism 

The Manchu Nationality
The traditional Manchu costume is a robe with upright-collar buttons on the front-right. Men usually wear robes and jackets with horse–hoof-shaped cuffs, while some wear mandarin jackets, and cloth or leather boots. 
Women wear a straight mandarin gown called a “Qipao” and a loose-sleeved jacket, as well as basin-shaped embroidered shoes. Girls wear their hair in long braids, while married women have head-wings with hairpins and velvet flowers. Both men and women usually wear various ornaments on their waists or on the front of their gowns and jackets.

3) Korean
1,923,842, 

Jilin, Heilongjiang and Liaoning provinces 
Totemism, ancestor worship, Linjun sect, Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism 

The Korean Nationality 
Korean people have long been  called “people in white”. They prefer plain dresses that look clean and simple. Korean men wear short white jackets and dark sleeveless jackets with buttons down the front, wide-legged long trousers tied at the bottom of the legs, and gowns and robes when going out.  

Women wear chest-length short jackets, the hems and cuffs of which are bordered with silks and satin lace for girls and young women, along with ankle-length skirts with long silk ribbons and boat-shaped rubbers. The sleeves of children’s jackets are made up of seven different colored pieces of silk and satin, which shine just like rainbows.
4) Hezhen 
4,640
On the banks of the Wusuli River in Heilongjiang Province 
Shamanism 

The Hezhen Nationality
Hezhen people are very skillful at fishing and tanning fish skins. Their traditional costumes are made of fish skins, roe deer skins and buckskins. Both Hezhen men and women Hezhenwear long upright-collar fur robes with buttons on the front-right, as well as fur or sleeveless jackets, fur overalls, leather boots or leather “wula” boots. Men usually wear long robes made of roe deer skins with wool in the wintertime and without wool in the summer. The front hems, collar bands and cuffs of the robes are decorated with black lace or cloud veins, along with two rows of leather or catfish bone buttons on the front.
Women wear fish skins or buckskin gowns decorated with cloud veins and animal patterns, as well as fishbone buttons, shells and copper coins.
5) Daur 
132,394
Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang Uygur autonomous regions, Heilongjiang Province
Shamanism 

The Daur Nationality

Both Daur men and women wear long upright-collar loose robes with buttons on the front-right, and cloth or leather trousers. In the past, they would wear sleeveless moose-skin jackets. Men usually wear wide waistbands, embroidered aprons — some with a center vent, along with white cloth head wraps and leather hats, and boots in the winter. 

Women wear embroidered robes, and sometimes wear short or long sleeveless jackets, and embroidered shoes. 

6) Ewenki 
30,505
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and the Great Xing’an forest area in Heilongjiang Province
Shamanism, with Tibetan Buddhism for the herdsman 

The Ewenki Nationality

Both Ewenki men and women wear long loose robes, long trousers, steeple-topped or leather hats and long boots. The men’s robes are simple and elegant, while the women’s are more decorative, with the collar, front and back, shoulders, cuffs and lower hems of the robes always being laced and embroidered. Older women prefer accessories such as perfumed satchels and small bags.    

7) Oroqen
8,196
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and Heilongjiang Province
Shamanism 

The Oroqen Nationality
Oroqen people are good at making leather clothes with tanned roe-deer skins. The traditional costumes of the Oroqen people are made from roe deer skins, buckskins and moose skins. Both men and women usually wear long loose leather robes, trousers, boots, “wula” boots lined with grasses, and hats made from roe deer heads or moose leather. The ornaments on women’s robes are colorful and varied, with the front rims, collar bands, cuffs and lower hems decorated with lace and patterns. Women usually coil their braids and wear kerchiefs. Young women prefer head ornaments with beads, buttons or shells.
Northwestern Areas

8) Hui
9,816,805
Ningxia Hui and Xinjiang Uygur autonomous regions, Gansu, Qinghai, Henan, Hebei, Shandong and Yunnan provinces 
Islam 
The Hui Nationality
Hui men usually wear white jackets with buttons down the front, along with black sleeveless jackets, long trousers, white cloth socks, black cloth shoes and white round brimless cloth caps.

Women wear short jackets, while some wear knee-length sleeveless jackets and long trousers. Middle-aged and elderly women wear black gowns which are below knee-length, along with black kerchiefs, with women over 60 wearing white ones, and girls wearing green ones.

9) Uygur
8,399,393
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
Islam
The Uygur Nationality

Uygur men wear upright-collar embroidered pullovers, long overlapping collarless robes called “Qiapan”, with loose sleeves and buttons on the front-right, as well as long trousers and rectangular-shaped waist cloths. 

Women usually wear colorful and long loose-sleeved one-piece dresses, as well as close-fitting embroidered sleeveless jackets. They prefer earrings, necklaces and bracelets. All Uygur people wear small ornamented caps all year round.

10) Kazak 
1,250,485,

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 
Islam
The Kazak Nationality

Kazak men usually wear white upright-collar embroidered pullovers with sleeveless jackets, short overcoats, a knee-length “Qiapan” with the front of its borders slanting outside, sheepskin overcoats or camel hair overcoats named “Kupu”, and round caps made of lambskin, fox fur or felt.
Women wear embroidered one-piece dresses, short sleeveless jackets with buttons down the front, and fur or cotton-padded overcoats in the winter, as well as embroidered shawls. Young women wear embroidered overalls, and fur caps decorated with embroidered figures and feathers. Long leather boots are common for both men and women.
11) Kirgiz
160,823
Kezilesu Kirgiz Autonomous Prefecture in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
Islam 

The Kirgiz Nationality

Kirgiz men wear white round-collar embroidered shirts, long robes, embroidered cloth or leather waistbands, wide-legged long trousers, long boots and white wool felt hats with black edges. 

Women wear loose upright-collar jackets with silver buttons down the front and long trousers, while some wear long colorful and pleated one-piece dresses and embroidered velvet sleeveless jackets. Girls wear round caps with beads, or fur hats with tassels. They all prefer ornaments such as earrings, necklaces, rings and braids. 
12) Xibe 
188,824
Liaoning, Heilongjiang and Jilin provinces, Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang Uygur autonomous regions 
Shamanism and Tibetan Buddhism
The Xibe Nationality 

Xibe men wear dark jackets with buttons down the front, sleeveless jackets and long robes, long trousers, black cloth waistbands and round brimless caps or felt hats.
Women wear full-length gowns, long trousers and embroidered shoes. Girls wear their hair in a single braid. Young women wear two braids and head-wings after marriage, while elderly women wear white head kerchiefs. They prefer embroidered satchels, silver plates, head ornaments, earrings and rings. Legging bands are common for both men and women.

13) Tajik
41,028, 

Taxkogan Tajik Autonomous County in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 

Islam
The Tajik Nationality

Tajik men wear white embroidered pullovers, long collarless overcoats with buttons down the front and black velvet lambskin hats. 

Women wear red one-piece dresses, embroidered gowns, with big circular embroidered pattern on the back of young women’s dresses. Married women wear colorful embroidered aprons, round embroidered caps and large kerchiefs. 
14) Uzbek
12,370
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
Islam
The Uzbek Nationality

Uzbek men wear knee-length white embroidered pullovers and slant-collar robes with an opening on the front-right, along with triangular-shaped embroidered cloth on their waists. 

Women wear loose and pleated one-piece dresses with long sleeves, and close-fitting sleeveless jackets, as well as bloomers. Long leather boots and embroidered caps are common for both men and women, with women sometimes wearing kerchiefs.  

15) Russian
15,609
Xinjiang Uygur and Inner Mongolia autonomous regions 
Orthodox Church 

The Russian Nationality

Russian men wear white loose embroidered pullovers, short sheepskin overcoats or suits for young men, overcoats with fur lapels in the winter, peaked caps, felt top hats or woolen velvet hats.

Women wear embroidered or printed loose and straight one-piece dresses, knee-length for young women and full-length for older women, along with knee-length fur overcoats and large woolen kerchiefs in the winter. Long leather boots are common for both men and women.
16) Tatar
4,890
Yining, Tacheng and Urumqi in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 
Islam
The Tatar Nationality
Tatar men wear white round-collar embroidered pullovers, black short sleeveless jackets or gowns with buttons down the front, black trousers and embroidered or black caps, black lambskin hats and long leather boots.

Women wear long pleated and embroidered one-piece dresses, with young women wearing white embroidered shirts and sleeveless jackets. Some women also wear rectangular-shaped small aprons and embroidered boots. 

17) Dongxiang
513,805
Dongxiang Autonomous County in Gansu Province and Yili in Xinjiang Autonomous Region
Islam
The Dongxiang Nationality
Dongxiang men wear upright-collar jackets with buttons down the front, black sleeveless jackets with buttons down the front, long trousers with a folding square cloth symmetrically around their waists, and brimless white or black round flat caps.

Women wear loose knee-length gowns with buttons on the front-right, embroidered knee-length sleeveless jacket and long trousers. They prefer black head kerchiefs, with older women wearing white ones.

18) Tu
241,198
Huzhu Tu Autonomous County, Minhe and Datong counties in Qinghai Province, and Gansu Province 

Tibetan Buddhism
The Tu Nationality

Tu people are good at embroidery and spinning wool. Tu men wear white short jackets and robes with buttons on the front-right, as well as red or black violet leather sleeveless jackets, fur jackets in winter, and long leather boots or cloth shoes.

Women wear higher-collar embroidered jackets and robes with buttons on the front-right. The sleeves of the jackets and robes are stitched with five-colored pieces of silk or cloth. They also wear black sleeveless jackets, bordered and pleated skirts, and sometimes wear embroidered shoes. Young women wear their hair in three braids, and two braids decorated with various ornaments after marriage. Embroidered waistbands and bordered brocade felt roll-brimmed hats are common for both men and women.

19) Salar 
104,503
Xunhua Salar Autonomous County, Hualong County in Qinghai Province, and Jishishan Bonan Dongxiang Salar Autonomous County in Gansu Province
Islam
The Salar Nationality
Salar men wear white jackets with buttons down the front and black sleeveless jackets, along with long trousers, black or white and flat-topped caps or roll-brimmed lambskin hats. 

Women wear colorful dresses. They wear jackets with buttons on the front-right, black sleeveless jackets, long trousers, head kerchiefs, embroidered socks, shoes and various ornaments.

20) Bonan 
16,505
Jishishan Bonan Dongxiang Salar Autonomous County in Gansu Province
Islam
The Bonan Nationality
Bonan men wear white jackets with buttons down the front, black sleeveless jackets, long trousers, and brimless flat black or white round cloth caps. They wear robes with buttons on the front-right, along with long waistbands and broadswords on festive occasions, as well as top hats and long riding boots.
Women wear jackets with buttons on the front-right, long or short-bordered sleeveless jackets and long trousers. The front rims and lower hems of the jackets, and the bottoms of the trousers are decorated with veins and patterns. They prefer head kerchiefs, with green ones for young women, black ones for married women and white ones for elderly women.
21) Yugur
13,719
Su’nan Yugur Autonomous County, Huangnibao Township in Jiuquan, Gansu Province 
Tibetan Buddhism 

The Yugur Nationality

Yugur people are good at embroidery and spinning wool. Both Yugur men and women wear long upright collar robes with buttons on the front-right, colorful waistbands and long boots. The collar bands, sleeves and rims of the women’s robes are decorated and embroidered with lace and patterns, and the white felt hats are trumpet-shaped, with green beads decorating young girls’ hats. When they reach marriageable age, girls wear their hair in three plaits with many braids, which are decorated with coral beads, shells, silver plates and pieces of various stones.

Southwestern Areas

22) Tibetan
5,416,021
Tibet Autonomous Region and Sichuan, Qinghai, Gansu and Yunnan provinces 
Tibetan Buddhism
The Tibetan Nationality
Tibetan costumes are imbued with unique local cultural characteristics. There is a marked difference between farming and pastoral areas. In farming areas, Tibetan “Pulu” are common among both men and women. Men wear jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-right, loose overlapping collar robes with buttonless borders on the front-right outside, as well as long trousers and long waistbands. The sleeves of the robes are tucked into waistbands on hot days. Women wear long-sleeved shirts, long black “Pulu” sleeveless jackets and colorful aprons called “Bangdian”.
In pastoral areas, long robes with an opening on the front
right are common for both men and women. Men usually wear long trousers, while the women wear long skirts. They all wear “Pulu” or leather boots. Silver boxes of Buddha “Gawu” and various ornaments are common for the women both in farming and pastoral areas.
23) Moinba
8,923,

Motuo, Linzhi, Cuona and Chayu counties in Tibet Autonomous Region 
Tibetan Buddhism and pristine religion
The Moinba Nationality

Both Moinba men and women wear red woolen long “Pulu” robes, waistbands, wide-brimmed felt hats and long “Pulu” boots.
In Motuo, white jackets are common for both men and women. Women wear long loose sleeveless jackets and striped tight skirts.
In the north part of Menyu, men usually wear white collarless and buttonless gowns with an opening on the front-right. They prefer hanging knives on their waists. They also wear earrings and have long hair. Women wear homespun short jackets or long sleeveless pullovers, long robes and white “Pulu” aprons, while also wearing calfskins on their backs sometimes. They prefer silver boxes of Buddha “Gawu” and various ornaments.
24) Lhoba 
2,965
Muotuo and Milin counties in Tibet Autonomous Region
Pristine religion  

The Lhoba Nationality

Most of the Lhoba people’s costumes are made from wild flax, cotton cloth and woolen cloth. Lhoba men usually wear “Pulu” gowns, sheepskin or black woolen sleeveless jackets, “martial attire” made of bear and urus leather on their shoulders with leather strips as a shawl, and bearskin or vine-ringed helmets. 

Women wear short linen or cloth jackets with round collars and narrow sleeves, as well as knee-length tight quadrille woolen skirts and leggings. Men wear bamboo earrings and necklaces, as well as bows, arrows and hacking knives on their waists. Women usually wear waist ornaments strung with various decorations.  

25) Qiang 
306,072
Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, and Beichuan County in Mianyang, Sichuan Province 
“Shibi Sect” of pristine religion, Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism 

The Qiang Nationality
Qiang people’s clothes are famed for their fine cross-stitching and embroidery. Both Qiang men and women wear long flax or cotton gowns, long sleeveless sheepskin jackets and head wraps. Men wear woolen or linen leggings and knives on their waists.  

Women wear gowns with embroidered borders and jackets with silver ornaments around the collars, embroidered aprons and ribbons, hook-headed embroidered shoes, and various ornaments such as earrings, neck rings and bracelets. 
26) Yi 
7,762,272
Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou provinces
Pristine religion 
The Yi Nationality

Both Yi men and women wear narrow-sleeved jackets decorated with various types of lace and veins. A woolen felt cloak called “Chaerwa” is also very popular. Men usually wear long pleated trousers, with the size of the bottom of the trouser legs varying greatly, with the widest being about two meters and the narrowest wrapped around the shin. They wear long, thin head cloths called a “hero’s knot”, and regard being clean-shaven as a sign of beauty. They also wear big red or yellow earrings, dropping red silk thread onto their left ear.
Women wear embroidered or bordered blouses, pleated full-length skirts, and head wraps of several colored pieces with tile-shaped embroidered or black cloth. They all wear silver plates on their collars, along with earrings, bracelets and rings.
27) Bai 
1,858,063
Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province, Bijie in Guizhou Province, and Hunan Province
Buddhism and the worship of “Benzhu” (Sheshen)
The Bai Nationality

Bai people like white. Men usually wear white up-right collar jackets with buttons down the front, black sleeveless jackets, white, blue or black trousers, and white head kerchiefs. Gowns with buttons down the front or on the front-right, fur or silk sleeveless jackets and skullcaps are popular in some areas.

Women wear white or light blue jackets with buttons on the front-right, red or black sleeveless jackets with buttons on the front-right, white or blue wide-legged pants, embroidered aprons with colorful ribbons, embroidered head kerchiefs and shoes.
28) Hani 
1,439,673
Honghe Hani and Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Simao, Yuxi, and Xishuangbanna in Yunnan Province
Pristine religion 
The Hani Nationality
Hani people prefer black clothing they have made from wool they have spun and dyed themselves. Men usually wear jackets with buttons down the front, wide-legged long trousers, embroidered waistbands and black or white head kerchiefs. Jackets decorated with silver plates and buttons on the front-right are popular in Xishuangbanna.
Women wear collarless jackets with buttons on the front-right, long trousers and silver ornaments on their chests. Costumes, head ornaments, aprons and waistbands are important indications of a woman’s marital status.  

29) Dai 
1,158,989
Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture, Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province 
Hinayana Buddhism 

The Dai Nationality

Dai men usually wear short-sleeved collarless jackets with buttons down the front or front-right, dark-colored trousers and white, blue cloth or silk head wraps. 

Dai women’s costumes vary from place to place. “Shui Dai” women in Xishuangbanna wear light-colored tight undergarments, round-collar and narrow-sleeved jackets with buttons on the front-right or down the front, and long and tight-fitting skirts. They gather their long hair into a knot with a comb and flowers. Young “Han Dai” girls in Dehong wear light-colored jackets with buttons on the front-right or down the front, as well as long trousers and small aprons. Married women wear tight figured or black skirts and pail-shaped hats.
30) Lisu
634,912
Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province, Sichuan Provinces 
Pristine religion and Christianity 

The Lisu Nationality

Lisu men usually wear flax gowns or short jackets, along with black or white cloth head wraps. They carry arrow bags and hacking knives on their waist when going out, and have long hair in some areas. 

Lisu women are known as “white”, “black” or “floral” Lisus, according to the color of their costumes. ”White” and “black” Lisus usually wear jackets with buttons on the front-right, and long flax skirts and big shoulder-length brass earrings, while married women also wear coral-bead head ornaments. “Black” Lisu women wear jackets with buttons on the front-right, long trousers, and black cloth head wraps. The costumes of “floral” Lisu women are more colorful, with their jackets, long skirts and cloth head kerchiefs decorated with embroidered lace and patterns.

31) Va
396,610
Yunnan Province
Pristine religion, Buddhism and Christianity 

The Va Nationality

Va people prefer cotton and cloth dresses made of homespun wool and dyed by themselves. Their costumes vary from place to place. Men in the Ximeng area of Yunnan, usually wear collarless short jackets with buttons down the front, loose breeches, and black or red cloth head wraps with black and red tassels. The young men prefer silver or rattan chaplets and bamboo or rattan shin rings.

Women wear black collarless short jackets, tight short skirts, long hair and various ornaments such as head hoops, earrings, chaplets, bracelets, waist rings and shin rings.
32) Lahu 
453,705
Simao and Lincang areas of Yunnan Province
Pristine religion, Buddhism and Christianity 
The Lahu Nationality

Lahu men short black jackets with buttons on the front-right, black sleeveless jackets with silver buttons and loose black trousers. 

Women wear black or blue upright collar gowns with buttons on the front-right. The collar bands, front rims, cuffs of gowns are decorated with various patterns, with silver bulbs and coins on some. In some areas, women wear short jackets with buttons down the front, as well as tight skirts and leggings. Blue or black cloth head wraps are common for both men and women.

33) Naxi
308,839
Lijiang, Yulong and Naxi autonomous counties, and peripheral counties in Yunnan Province. 
“Dongba Sect” religion, Buddhism, Taoism and Tibetan Buddhism

The Naxi Nationality

Naxi costumes vary from place to place. Men in Shangri-la and Ninglang in Yunnan wear collarless gowns with buttons on the front-right, flax dresses and sleeveless sheepskin jackets or wool shawls in mountainous areas.

Women from Lijiang wear loose jackets with buttons on the front-right, sleeveless jackets, pleated aprons, woolen shawls and long trousers. Their uniquely designed shawls show more ethnic characteristics, with embroidered seven-star, sun and moon figures called “in the light of the moon and stars” which symbolize industriousness.
34) Jingpo 
132,143
Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province 
Pristine religion and Christianity
The Jingpo Nationality

Jingpo men wear black jackets with buttons down the front, long trousers with wide legs, and white cloth head wraps. Elderly men wind their long braid overhead with black cloth. They carry long knives on their waists when going out.

Women wear black round-collar short jackets decorated with silver bulbs with buttons down the front or on the front-right, along with tight woolen skirts with red and black geometric patterns, woolen leggings and black-painted rattan or bamboo waist rings. They all prefer silver ornaments. 

35) Blang 
91,882
Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province
Hinayana Buddhism and Pristine religion
The Blang Nationality
Blang men Blangwear collarless short jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-right, long black and wide-legged trousers, and black or white head wraps.
Women usually wear tight black and short jackets with buttons on the front-right, tight black skirts with red, green or white veins and leggings. They wear their hair in coils and wrap it with black or white cloth, and prefer silver earrings and bracelets. Young women usually decorate their hair with fresh flowers.  

36) Achang 
33,936 
Dehong Dai and Jingpo Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province 
Pristine religion and Hinayana Buddhism
The Achang Nationality 

Achang men wear blue, white or black jackets with buttons down the front and silver buttons on some of them. They also wear long black trousers and dark-colored cloth head wraps. Young men wear white cloth around their heads and white figured ribbons on the back. 

Women usually wear narrow-sleeved jackets with buttons down the front, tight knee-length embroidered skirts with silver waistbands, leggings, and black cloth head wraps. Unmarried women wear long trousers and wind their plait overhead.
37) Pumi
33,600
Lanping Bai and Pumi Autonomous County, Ninglang Yi Autonomous County in Yunnan Province
Pristine religion, “Dingba Sect” and Tibetan Buddhism
The Pumi Nationality

Pumi men wear short flax jackets with buttons on the front-right, along with sleeveless sheepskin jackets or “Pulu” and woolen cloth robes, as well as wide-legged long trousers, leggings and waist-knives.
Women wear jackets with buttons on the front-right and long trousers or long tight skirts. They wind their thick plaits over their head with head kerchiefs. Women in Ninglang and Yongsheng wear pleated long skirts and wide colorful waistbands, with some wearing long white sheepskins as shawls. Women in Lanping and Weixi wear short black, blue or white jackets with buttons on the front-right, as well as sleeveless embroidered jackets with silver buttons, and embroidered aprons. 
38) Nu
28,759
Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province
Pristine religion and Tibetan Buddhism

The Nu Nationality

Nu women are good at weaving flax, hence flax and cotton dresses are common among men and women. Men usually wear gowns with buttons on the front-right, and jackets with buttons down the front in some areas, along with knee-length pants or long trousers and black cloth head wraps. They prefer to wear hacking knives on their waists, and carry bows and arrow bags on their shoulders.
Women wear light-colored veined jackets with buttons on the front-right, black or red sleeveless jackets with buttons on the front-right and long flax skirts. They ornament their heads, necks, waists and ankles with thin rattan rings. 
39) De’ang 
17, 935
Dehong, Baoshan, Lincang and Simao areas of Yunnan Province
Hinayana Buddhism
The De’ang Nationality 

De’ang men usually wear blue or black round-collar jackets with buttons on the front-right, wide-legged breeches and blue or black cloth head wraps. 

Women wear blue or black short jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-slant, along with square silver plates as buttons. The hemlines are decorated with small red, green and yellow woolen balls. They wear tight skirts, while the borders of the dresses and skirts are decorated with different colored strips as symbols of the tribal branch. They all wear black cloth head wraps, leggings, big earrings, silver neck rings and rattan waist-rings.

40) Drung
7,426 
Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province
Pristine religion 

The Drung Nationality

Drung people prefer flax clothing. Men usually wear black and white-veined flax or cotton cloth jackets, while they carry hacking knives on their waists, and bow and arrow bags on the shoulders when going out.
Women’s clothing is similar to men’s. In some areas they wear long skirts and figured head kerchiefs, and all prefer thin rattan waist rings and earrings. Five-color flax blankets called “Drung blankets” are worn by men and women during the day, while they are used as quilts at night.
41) Jino
20,899
Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province
Pristine religion
The Jino Nationality

Jino men wear white flax-bordered jackets with moon-shaped figures on the back, as well as knee-length and wide-legged white or blue trousers and head kerchiefs. 

Women wear embroidered chest-cloths, short jackets with buttons on the front-side and sun-shaped figures on the back, as well as the short black skirts with red borders and openings on the front. Both men and women wear ear holes, with the bigger ones being the more beautiful.
42) Miao
8,940,116
Guizhou, Hunan, Yunnan, Hubei and Sichuan provinces and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 
Pristine religion, Taoism, Buddhism and Christianity 

The Miao Nationality

Miao men usually wear jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-left, as well as black cloth head kerchiefs. Flax dresses with veins and woolen shawls with geometric patterns are popular among men in northeastern Yunnan and northwestern Guizhou.
Women usually wear jackets with buttons on the front-right or down the front, decorated with darning and embroidery, and wide-legged trousers. They wear long or short embroidered or batik pleated skirts, and embroidered aprons, and wear their hair in many ways with numerous head ornaments. Various silver ornaments are worn, with the heaviest, at more than 10 kilograms, being worn on festive occasions.  
43) Bouyei 
2,971,460
Qiannan and Qianxinan autonomous prefectures in Guizhou Province 
Pristine religion
The Bouyei Nationality
Bouyei men wear jackets with buttons down the front or gowns with buttons on the front-right, along with trousers and head kerchiefs. 

Women wear jackets with buttons on the front-right. The collar band and sleeves of the jackets are decorated with embroidered borders, while trousers or long batik skirts, long aprons and short embroidered waistcloths are worn in some areas. Young women wear their braids over their heads with head wraps.
44) Dong
2,960,293
At the junction of Guizhou and Hunan provinces and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
Pristine religion 

The Dong Nationality

Dong men wear short jackets with buttons down the front, collarless short jackets with buttons on the front-right in some areas, and large kerchiefs. 

Women wear collarless and buttonless jackets, trousers or skirts and figured waistbands. The front-rims, cuffs, the bottom of the trouser legs and skirts are bordered with lace. Pleated skirts and leggings are popular in some areas. Dong women pay special attention to their head ornaments, with hairstyles varying from place to place. 

45) Shui
406,902
Sandu Shui Autonomous County in Guizhou Province
Pristine religion
The Shui Nationality

Horsetail embroidery, soybean milk printing and dyeing all display the unique characteristics of the Shui people’s craftsmanship. Shui men wear black or blue gowns with buttons on the front-right, as well as long trousers and black cloth head wraps. 

Women wear blue round-collar gowns with buttons on the front-right and black knee-length trousers, the front rims of the gowns and the bottom of the trouser legs are bordered with lace embroidery, and the women also wear embroidered black aprons and shoes. They gather their long hair slantingly, and wear various silver ornaments on festive occasions.

46) Gelao
579,357
Guizhou Province 

Pristine religion
The Gelao Nationality

The Gelao people are famed for their fine weaving and dyeing skills. Gelao men usually wear long trousers, as well as jackets with buttons down the front. 

Women wear waist-length jackets with embroidered scale-shaped figures on the back of the sleeves, along with sleeveless embroidered pullover-shaped gowns with shorter fronts and longer backs, tight long three-piece skirts with red woolen textile in the middle piece and black and white flax strips at both ends. They gather their hair into big knots. Both men and women wear more than three-meter-long black cloths around their heads.
Central Southern and Southeastern Areas
47) Zhuang 
16,178,811 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Yunnan and Guangdong provinces 
Polytheism 

The Zhuang Nationality

Zhuang people are good at weaving and embroidery. Zhuang men usually wear jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-right, wide-legged long trousers, waistbands and leggings, with some wearing black, blue or white head wraps. 
Women wear collarless jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-right and wide-legged long trousers, while the rims of jackets and trousers have embroidered borders. They also wear tight or batik-pleated skirts, embroidered waistcloths or short aprons, figured towels as head wraps, and embroidered shoes. 

48) Yao 
2,637,421 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Hunan, Yunnan, Guangdong and Guizhou provinces

Taoism and polytheism
The Yao Nationality
Yao men usually wear jackets with buttons down the front or on the front-right, while some wear gowns, and full-length or knee-length black or blue trousers. Men from Nandan in Guangxi wear white knee-length knickers and embroidered jackets, while their long hair is wound into a bun in some areas.
Women wear round-collar or upright-collar jackets with buttons down the front, while some also wear gowns, long trousers, skirts, breeches or embroidered aprons. They all wear head ornaments and various silver ornaments. 
49) Mulam
207,352 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
Polytheism, Taoism and Buddhism 
The Mulam Nationality


Mulam people like to wear black clothes, and weave and dye their own clothing. Men wear jackets with buttons down the front, and wide-legged long trousers and jackets, while older men wear jackets with loquat-shaped openings. 
Women wear jackets with buttons down the front-right with three strips of cloth on the borders of the collars and cuffs, as well as long trousers and black embroidered aprons, while elderly women wear black head kerchiefs. 

50) Maonan
107,166 
Huanjiang Maonan Autonomous County in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
Taoism and polytheism 
The Maonan Nationality
Maonan men wear black or blue jackets with buttons down the front, along with long trousers and black kerchiefs.

Women wear trousers and black or blue jackets with buttons on the front-right. The rims of the jackets and trousers are decorated with lace. They wear figured bamboo hats, embroidered shoes and various silver ornaments such as silver plates and bracelets. Married women wear their braids in a bun. 

51) Jing 
22,517 
Dongxing in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 
Taoism
The Jing Nationality

Jing men wear narrow-sleeved or sleeveless jackets with buttons down the front, and dark-colored long trousers.
Women wear rhombus-shaped undergarments, light-colored, collarless and narrow-sleeved short jackets with buttons down the front, dark-colored wide-legged long trousers, tight gowns with higher vents and bamboo hats when going out. They prefer earrings and bracelets.
52) Tujia
8,028,133 
Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and Guizhou provinces 
Polytheism and ancestor worship 

The Tujia Nationality

Tujia people prefer to weave and dye their own black or blue cotton or flax costumes. Young Tujia men wear multi-buttoned jackets with buttons down the front, while older men have the buttons on the front-right. 

Women wear loose and short-sleeved jackets with embroidered borders and buttons on the front-left, and long skirts, while some wearing long black or blue trousers. They usually gather their hair into a knot. Black cloth head wraps are common for both men and women.

53) Li
1,247,814 
Hainan Province
Polytheism, ancestor worship 
The Li Nationality 

Li people are good at weaving brocade. Exquisite Li brocade has a long history. Men usually wear collarless jackets with buttons down the front, along with aprons and trousers. They wear their hair in a bun, while earrings are worn in some areas. 
Women wear jackets with buttonless opening down the front or “Guantouyi” pullovers and tight skirts. They gather their long hair on the back of their head with bone hairpins and embroidered head kerchiefs, and wear various ornaments. 

54) She
709,592
Fujian and Zhejiang provinces 
Polytheism, ancestor worship

She Nationality

She people prefer to weave their own flax. Men wear short black collarless jackets with buttons on the front-right or gowns, as well as long trousers. 

Women usually wear black or blue flax jackets. The rims of the collar, cuffs, and the front of jackets and aprons are embroidered with lace and patterns. The festive dress of young girls is called a “phoenix dress”. It includes a knee-length shirt decorated with lace, an apron with a colorful waistband, a ”phoenix crown” hair bun with hairpins hanging in front of the forehead, embroidered shoes and silver ornaments. 

55) Gaoshan 
Almost 400,000 

Taiwan Province 

4,461 

Chinese mainland

Pristine religion, Chinese Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity and Catholicism 

The Gaoshan Nationality   

Gaoshan men usually wear vests, jackets, shawls, breeches, kerchiefs and leggings. Vests made of vine and rinds are popular in some areas.
Women wear jackets with or without sleeves, as well as slanting-blouses, skirts or trousers, and aprons and kerchiefs. Their dresses are decorated with elegant embroidered patterns.    
The above-mentioned population figures are according to the 2000 national census. 
中国少数民族概况
Overview of Chinese Ethnic Minorities
	序号 
	民族
Nationality
	人口Population
	分布
Main Location
	信仰
Religion

	1
	蒙古族
	5,813,947
	内蒙古自治区和辽宁、吉林、黑龙江、河北、新疆、青海、河南
	藏传佛教

	2
	满族
	10,682,262
	辽宁、河北、黑龙江、吉林、内蒙、北京
	萨满教、祖先崇拜、佛教

	3
	朝鲜族
	1,923,842
	吉林、黑龙江、辽宁
	图腾崇拜、祖先崇拜、檩君教、儒教、道教、佛教

	4
	赫哲族
	4,640
	黑龙江和乌苏里江沿岸
	萨满教

	5
	达斡尔族
	132,394
	内蒙古自治区、鄂温克族自治旗、黑龙江省
	萨满教为主，兼信其他宗教

	6
	鄂温克族
	30,505
	内蒙古自治区呼伦贝尔草原和黑龙江省大兴安岭林区
	萨满教、藏传佛教

	7
	鄂伦春族
	8,196
	内蒙古自治区、黑龙江省
	萨满教

	8
	回族
	9,816,805
	宁夏、甘肃、新疆、青海、河南、河北、山东、云南
	伊斯兰教

	9
	维吾尔族
	8,399,393
	新疆维吾尔自治区
	伊斯兰教

	10
	哈萨克族
	1,250,485
	新疆维吾尔自治区
	伊斯兰教

	11
	柯尔克孜族
	160,823
	新疆维吾尔自治区克孜勒苏柯尔克自治州
	伊斯兰教

	12
	锡伯族
	188,824
	辽宁、新疆、黑龙江、吉林、内蒙古
	萨满教、藏传佛教

	13
	塔吉克族
	41,028
	新疆维吾尔自治区塔什库尔干塔吉克自治县
	伊斯兰教

	14
	乌孜别克族
	12,370
	新疆维吾尔自治区
	伊斯兰教

	15
	俄罗斯族
	15,609
	新疆吾尔自治区和内蒙古自治区
	东正教

	16
	塔塔尔族
	4,890
	新疆吾尔族自治区伊宁、塔城和乌鲁木齐
	伊斯兰教

	17
	东乡族
	513,805
	甘肃省东乡族自治县、甘肃省、新疆伊犁地区
	伊斯兰教

	18
	土族
	241,198
	青海省互助土族自治县以及民和、大通两县
	藏传佛教

	19
	撒拉族
	104,503
	青海省循化撒拉族自治县、化隆县和甘肃省积石山县
	伊斯兰教

	20
	保安族
	16,505
	甘肃省积石山保安族东乡族撒拉族自治县
	伊斯兰教

	21
	裕固族
	13,719
	甘肃省肃南裕固族自治县和酒泉县黄泥堡
	藏传佛教

	22
	藏族
	5,416,021
	西藏、四川、青海、甘肃、云南
	藏传佛教

	23
	门巴族
	8,923
	西藏自治区东南部的墨脱、错那等县
	藏传佛教及原始宗教

	24
	珞巴族
	2,965
	西藏自治区东南部的墨脱、米林等县
	原始宗教

	25
	羌族
	306,072
	四川省阿坝藏族羌族自治州及绵阳市北川县
	原始宗教“释比教”、儒、释、道教

	26
	彝族
	7,762,272
	四川、云南、贵州等省和广西壮族自治区
	原始宗教

	27
	白族
	1,858,063
	云南省大理白族自治州、贵州省毕节地区和湖南省
	佛教和“本主”（社神）崇拜

	28
	哈尼族
	1,439,673
	云南省红河哈尼族彝族自治州和思茅、玉溪、西双版纳
	原始宗教

	29
	傣族
	1,158,989
	云南省西双版纳傣族自治州、德宏傣族景颇族自治州
	小乘佛教

	30
	傈僳族
	634,912
	云南省怒江傈僳族自治州、四川省
	原始宗教、基督教

	31
	佤族
	396,610
	云南省
	原始宗教，部分信仰佛教或基督教

	32
	拉祜族
	453,705
	云南省思茅、临沧地区
	原始宗教，佛教、基督教

	33
	纳西族
	308,839
	云南省丽江纳西族自治县及邻近各县
	“东巴教”，道教、汉地佛教、藏传佛教

	34
	景颇族
	132,143
	云南省德宏傣族景颇族自治州
	原始宗教、基督教

	35
	布朗族
	91,882
	云南省西双版纳傣族自治州
	小乘佛教和原始宗教

	36
	阿昌族
	33,936
	云南省德宏傣族景颇族自治州
	原始宗教和小乘佛教

	37
	普米族
	33,600
	云南省西北部的兰坪白族普米族自治县和宁蒗彝族自治县
	原始宗教“丁巴教”和藏传佛教

	38
	怒族
	28,759
	云南省怒江傈僳族自治州
	原始宗教、藏传佛教

	39
	德昂族
	17,935
	云南省的德宏、保山、临沧、思茅等地
	小乘佛教

	40
	独龙族
	7,426
	云南省怒江傈僳族自治州
	原始宗教

	41
	基诺族
	20,899
	云南省西双版纳傣族自治州
	原始宗教

	42
	苗族
	8,940,116
	贵州、湖南、云南、重庆、广西、湖北、四川
	原始宗教，道教、佛教、基督教

	43
	布依族
	2,971,460
	贵州省的黔南、黔西南两个布依族苗族自治州
	原始宗教

	44
	侗族
	2,960,293
	贵州、湖南、广西三省区毗邻的广大区域
	原始宗教

	45
	水族
	406,902
	贵州省三都水族自治县
	原始宗教

	46
	仡佬族
	579,357
	贵州省
	原始宗教

	47
	壮族
	16,178,811
	广西壮族自治区和云南、广东等省
	信仰多神

	48
	瑶族
	2,637,421
	广西壮族自治区和湖南、云南、广东、贵州
	道教，崇拜多神

	49
	仫佬族
	207,352
	广西壮族自治
	信仰多神、道、佛教

	50
	毛南族
	107,166
	广西壮族自治区环江毛南族自治县
	信仰万物有灵，崇敬祖先

	51
	京族
	22,517
	广西壮族自治区东兴市
	道教

	52
	土家族
	8,028,133
	湖南、湖北省西部和四川省东部、贵州省东北部
	崇拜祖先和多神

	53
	黎族
	1,247,814
	海南省
	崇拜祖先和鬼神

	54
	畲族
	709,59
	福建、浙江和江西、贵州、广东
	崇拜祖先和鬼神

	55
	高山族
	400,000
	台湾省
	信仰原始宗教、佛教、道教和基督教、天主教


* 以上数字根据2000年全国人口普查资料统计

The above-mentioned figures are according to the 2000 national census.  
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