A Brief Insight Into Chinese Contemporary Art
In recent years, Chinese contemporary art is witnessing dazzling prosperity and development in the areas of traditional opera, dancing, painting, photography and movie , which gains people’s attention and recognition from all over the world. 

Chinese operas with the characteristics of profound national traditions and unique charming spirit are popular again in recent years. Especially since 2001, Kunqu Opera is listed in the “Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity” by UNESCO. Chinese traditional operas with the representative of the new version of Mudan Ting has brought about a worldwide fever. It has gained good reputation for Chinese traditional operas on over 100 world tours. 

With a history of 100 years, Chinese movie has attracted global attention for its achievements since the 21st century and shall have a promising future for sure. Zhang Yimou, Ang Lee, Feng Xiaogang and other well-known directors have presented people visual feasts one after another. 

Under the circumstances of open culture, Chinese contemporary art absorbs the virtues of Western modern art. But, for the rich local reality and cultural traditions, Chinese artists bring about their powerful creativity. Thanks to the policy of making great efforts to develop culture and art causes and to promote art industry, Chinese contemporary art enters into the society through various channels and shows its diversified aspects during global art communication. 

Explanation of Photos:

01. The Songs of the Earth --- Symphony Encounters Modern Dance was presented at Guangdong Xinghai Concert Hall in Jan. 2007. Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra is playing the great symphony works The Songs of the Earth, while modern dance is reflecting Chinese people’s thoughts and feelings about life and living. 

02. A modern dance Little Bird was performed in Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China in 2004. Modern dance places more emphasis on self-awareness than folk dance and ballet do, which features more freedom and popularization in terms of body language. In 1987, the 1st modern dance experimental class was opened in Guangdong Province; and in 1991, a teaching and research section was formally set up in Beijing Dance Academy. In China, modern dance is just unfolding. 

03. Tan Dun is one of the most important composers and conductors in the world’s music scene. He lays stress on visual expression, which enables audience to experience the wonderful feeling of art inspiration across different sense organs in the fantastic space with music, performance, painting, installation and multi-media. His works Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon won the Oscar for original score and 2002 Grammy Award. This photo shows Tan Dun acting as the conductor of Water Passion after St. Matthew in New York. 

04. Directed by Meng Jinghui --- one of the most influential directors of China's avant-garde stage, Flowers in the Mirror, Moon on the Water was performed in Beijing in May 2006. This drama features meditation, and keeps the alternative style of experimental drama in small theatre. Moreover, installation art is applied to enhance the conflict of dramaturgy. 
05. The beautiful love story Mudan Ting is performed in the form of the elegant Kunqu Opera, which brings out the best in each other and lasts for over 400 years on the stage. The new version of Mudan Ting not only keeps the nonfigurative, lyric and poetical characteristics, but also uses various concepts of modern theatre, to meet the visual requirements of modern audience. 
06. A dance drama Shaolin in the Wind is a tale of a Shaolin monk. It unfolds a life-and-death fighting between the justice and the evil and a love tragedy with oriental characteristics. 

07. Assembly is a Chinese mainstream movie produced on business platform, which indicates China’s movie market can accept not only the modern war movie but also the action movie in ancient costumes. Assembly opens up a brand-new historical channel for the industrialization of Chinese mainstream movie. 

08. Written and directed by Ning Hao --- the sixth generation director of China, Crazy Stone is a local comedy with high box office and low costs. It has several story lines and localized quip and humor, which has won audience’s favor and media’s praise. This photo is a still of Crazy Stone. 
09.Cai Guoqiang --- a modern artist living in the U.S. produced the largest gunpowder painting in the world at China Museum for Fujian-Taiwan Kinship in May 2006. The mural painting has a total area of 162m2 with a height of 18 meters and a width of 9 meters, which ranks the 1st of its kind all over the world. 

10. Feng Yuan’s works features the representational style of realism. As a contemporary painter, he focuses on “current situation” in a poetical manner, retrospects the history, integrates everlastingly significant thoughts and events that are beyond space and time into the thinking of philosophy by means of his art, in order to display great historic characters and scenes. This photo is Feng Yuan’s works Enjoy a Distant View of Shangri-La.

11. Wu Changjiang ‘s drawings from nature in Tibetan areas are the fruit of the devout communication between his spirit and nature. Simply but extraordinarily afford for thought, Wu’s works presents the simple, natural and meaningful beauty of art whilst displaying the unique spirit of Tibetan people. This photo is Wu Changjiang’s works Tibetan People Yue Duo. 

12. This photo shows a performance art Bird’s Nest, Installation. A “Bird’s Nest” activity, planned by Zhu Qi --- a critic and independent curator, is conducted by a poet Ye Fu who plans to live in the “Bird’s Nest” built at Beijing Jianwai SOHO Square for one month. Expect for the bottom, the “Bird’s Nest” has hollow lattices ceiling and walls, so that people are enable to watch everything of the one living in it. For the purpose of bringing public attention to the living state and social psychological problems of Chinese people, this activity states a public communication method through such a strange art form. 

13. Graduated from Yale University, Ma Yansong has learnt from Rem Koolhass. He holds the view that architecture should not be the obstruct between human and nature, but should reflect social problems by expressing people’s living and status. This photo is Ma Yangsong’s architectural design works Beijing 2050. 

14. A set of sculptures, works of artist Yue Minjun, appeared in Today Art Museum square in Aug. 2007. 14 hollow stainless-steel made human-figure-shaped sculptures with different exaggerated expressions are used to show the theme of “laugh”. The origin is Yue Minjun himself. 

15. Shanghai Art Fair International Contemporary Art Exhibition --- an international art fair with highest level in Asia was held in Sep. 2008. This photo shows the outside displayed fine works of Shanghai Art Fair International Contemporary Art Exhibit. 

16. In Sep. 2007, a cloth-carving People Holding Flowers was displayed in Shanghai, China. It shows a huge phalanx formed by 400 30cm-high men with pink flowers in hands.

17. “Synthetic Times: Media Art China 2008 --- International New Media Exhibition” was opened at National Art Museum of China in Beijing on Jun. 10, 2008. The exhibition displayed the new characteristics and achievements of global new media art with the trend of the combination of art and science & technology. Many works there were displayed for the 1st time all over the world. This photo shows the International New Media Exhibition. 

18. Zhang Yu began his experimental ink-painting creation in late 1980s and has been commonly considered to be one of the major founders and organizers of ink-painting experiment movement. Zhang Yu refuses to use the traditional skills of ink-painting. It has taken Zhang Yu more than ten years to create his Divine Light painting series by undermining traditional Literati’s bimo (ink and wash) expression from a different approach. There is no “bi” (brushwork), but only “mo” (ink wash) in his painting. The ultimate goal of his painting is to construct a mysterious image of the primeval chaos and divine light, rather than to engage a self-expression. This photo is Zhang Yu’s experimental ink-painting Divine Light. 
19. As a Chinese contemporary artist, Yu Hong is the representative of female art, and moreover, her works has sustainable and rich characteristics. Historical photo and self-portrait are always put in the same space and time in her works, which can eliminate the limitation of them and work out an open method for referring to each other. This photo is Yu Hong’s oiling painting works Multiplying. 

20. Weng Fen’s art creations center on the new and huge social environment of China’s rapid changing. His works seems to express next generation’s indistinct worry or desire of their future. This photo is Weng Fen’s works of photography A Bird’s-Eye View of New Beijing. 

21. The works of Miao Xiaochun contains rich historical imagination. He attaches great importance to the transform of historical and realistic expression in his thinking. For expressing the entire understanding of classic art, he tries to create rules by new technology, in order to bring human being’s previous cultural heritages into contemporary art. This photo is a piece of digital works of Miao Xiaochun The Last Judgment. 

22. Many Chinese artists started to gather in Beijing 798 factory since 2001. By taking advantage of the original plant house style, the artists transformed the plant into an art exhibition and art creation zone with unique characteristics. At present, 798 Art Zone becomes one of the most important centers of modern art all over the world. This photo shows a corner of 798 Art Zone.
