Peking Opera Lovers: Foundation for the Long-Term Development  of  Peking Opera 
Originated in the mid-19th century, Peking Opera is considered the largest opera of China. It ranks first among all existing operas in China，in terms of artistic influence and the number of repertoires, performing troupes and audiences. A combination of opera factors from both north and south China with an emphasis on a synthetic command of mime, glances, gestures and stances, it has come to be regarded as a typical expression of the aesthetic value of traditional Chinese opera as well as the quintessence of Chinese culture.

Peking Opera enjoys widespread popularity among common people. In clubs, theatres and teahouses decorated with exquisite taste or in just outdoor parks and squares, lovers can be seen singing or playing with great fascination. They sing for enjoyment and the opera is an indispensible part of their life. Folk performance troupes and salons are established in every city of China. There are Peking Opera Lovers’ Concert, Peking Opera Lovers’ Feast and Peking Opera Resurgence Society, to name just a few. In Beijing, a key base city of Peking Opera, opera centers exist in almost every community. In universities, there are also keen student fans joining Peking Opera societies. All these laid a solid foundation for the inheritance and development of this art. 
Peking Opera is considered the essence of the Chinese art. Professional organizations as well as the government have been taking active measures to promote and popularize the opera. Activities are held in many schools and colleges to introduce Peking Opera to the students, in the hope that the art can be better passed on. 
On November 16, 2010, the UNESCO approved the inclusion of Peking Opera in its Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, after which the art will be under better protection and promotion, and will continue to flourish.
20110601. Peking Opera is performed at the evening gala on China’s National Pavilion Day during the Shanghai World Expo. Peking Opera integrates opera factors from both north and south China to manifest the aesthetic value of traditional Chinese art, and was therefore considered the most representative opera of China. 
20110602. Head of the Mei Lanfang Peking Opera Troupe, Mei Baojiu (middle), son of the  Peking Opera legend Mei Lanfang, performs a repertoire The Charm of Plum Blossoms (Meiyun) with representative young opera singers from China’s mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan. 
20110603. Jinan Acrobatic Troupe integrates traditional Chinese Peking Opera and modern dance art with acrobatics and stages a stunning performance for the audience. The adapted performance provides an opportunity for the audience to appreciate the charm of both the classic opera and acrobatics. 
20110604. The art troupe of Beijing Foreign Studies University performs a repertoire of Peking Opera Scattering Flowers (Tiannvsanhua) in Rome, Italy. 
20110605. A Peking Opera repertoire is performed on an ancient stage of Pingle, Jiangxi Province for local audience. Folk operas, especially Peking Opera, remain the most popular and accessible art among common people. 
20110606. Peking opera was inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on November 16, 2010 during the UNESCO’s 5th session of the Inter-governmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage meeting in Nairobi, capital of Kenya.
20110607. An opera concert is held at a square of Xiuning, Anhui Province, on a cool evening during the hot summer time. Dozens of Peking Opera aficionados participated. Their performance attracted hundreds of local residents. 
20110608. Outstanding Peking Opera performer Du Jinfang (second from right side), a disciple of Master Mei Lanfang, imparts performing skills and experiences to the young opera singers.
20110609. Chinese actors living in east America jointly staged an English version Peking Opera repertoire The Palace of Eternal Youth (Changshengdian) during the annual Lincoln Center Out-of-Door Festival (New York). 
20110610. Peking Opera aficionados from Anhui Province compete at a national-level Peking Opera performance contest. Having been held for ten sessions already, the contest attracts performers from all provinces of the country, including Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. 
20110611. Students of opera arts of Shenyang Normal University rehearse a Peking Opera repertoire with the instruction of their teacher. 
20110612. Executive Director of the National Opera Study Center of Renmin University, the famous Peking Opera artist, Sun Ping stages an orchestra-accompanied Peking Opera repertoire The Drunk Concubine (Guifeizuijiu). 
20110613. American NBA players watched Peking Opera performance and take photos with the opera artists after a commercial break in Beijing. 
20110614. A Peking Opera performer attends a commercial activity in Beijing wearing opera costume, during which famous pop singer Jay Chou learns some Peking Opera singing techniques.
20110615. A Taiwan-based performance troupe adapted the classic Peking Opera Heroes of the Marshes (Shuihuzhuan) and staged a comic version during the Spring Festival period. Actresses of the role Pan Jinlian in the repertoire take photos with the audience. 
20110616. A young aficionado in the Peking Opera interest group of a primary school in Shandong Province performs for her teachers on the Teachers’ Day to express thanks. 
20110617. In a photography studio in Beijing, a lady prepares to dress up as a Peking Opera character, the legendary Song Dynasty heroine Mu Guiying, to take photos. The studio specializes in Peking Opera costume photography and attracts many local residents. 
20110618. Peking Opera lovers in Shenyang watch a performance in local Zhongshan Park. Such performances have become an indispensible part in the spare time of many Peking Opera fans. 
20110619. A Beijinger displays a Peking Opera hat among his collection of opera costumes. An avid Peking Opera fan, he spent all his savings collecting Peking Opera and Kun Opera costumes and sets, the number of which has gradually reached 2,000 and was referred to as “The First (Peking Opera) Wardrobe in Beijing”. 
20110620. A spectacular Peking Opera gala was held during the Spring Festival of 2010 in the National Theatre in Beijing. Leading Peking Opera artists from different troupes jointly performed a section of the repertoire Dragon and Phoenix Rejoicing (Longfeng Chengxiang).
20110621. Huguang Guild Hall was built in 1807 by Hunan and Hubei natives residing in Beijing. It is one of the few theatre-available guild halls left in Beijing. Every night the theatre holds Peking Opera performances, starring famous opera artists. In the ancient theatre, the audience can appreciate the best opera repertoires and experience the unique Beijing theatre culture. 
20110622. A renowned cultural place in Beijing, Lao She’s Teahouse prepares regular Peking Opera performance every week for the aficionados to appreciate, meet each other and exchange ideas. 
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